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Steelers Have 17th Overall Selection in 2023 NFL Draft 
 

PITTSBURGH ─ The Steelers have the 17th overall pick in the 2023 NFL Draft that will be held April 27-29 in Kansas City, Missouri. 

 

The Steelers have a total of seven selections in the 88th Annual Draft. This is the 14th time in League history the NFL will conduct 

a three-day draft and the 30th consecutive year for the seven-round format. 

 

The Draft begins on Thur., April 27, at 8 p.m. ET, and only the first round will be completed on the initial day. The second and third 

rounds will take place on Fri., April 28, beginning at 7 p.m. ET. The final four rounds will take place on Sat., April 29, starting at Noon. Teams 

are allotted 10 minutes for each selection in the first round and seven minutes in the second round. Five minutes are permitted for the third 

through sixth rounds. Four minutes will be allowed between selections in the seventh round and for all compensatory selections. 

 

For the 18th consecutive year, multiple networks will be televising the Draft in its entirety. NFL Network, which is airing the Draft 

for the 17th time, will televise all three days of the Draft while ESPN (as well as ABC and ESPN Deportes) will continue its annual coverage of 

the entire draft through its conclusion. Additionally, the Steelers’ official website (www.steelers.com) and NFL.com will have exclusive 

coverage and behind-the-scenes features. Steelers Nation Radio, as well as Westwood One Sports, SiriusXM and ESPN Radio will also 

broadcast the entire draft. 

 

DRAFT NOTES: Thirty-eight prospects, including 17 on-site, are confirmed to participate in television coverage of the 2023 NFL 

Draft. The Steelers have selected in the first round in all but eight of the previous 87 NFL Drafts ... six of the seven Steelers’ 2022 NFL Draft 

selections – and 17 of the 22 players drafted since 2020 – are currently on the roster. 

 

STEELERS 2023 DRAFT SELECTIONS 

1-17*; 2-32**; 2-49*; 3-80*; 4-120*; 7-241***; 7-251**** 

 

*Own Selection 

**From Chicago Bears (Chase Claypool Trade) 

***From Minnesota Vikings (Jesse Davis Trade) 

****From L.A. Rams (Allen Robinson II Trade) 
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STEELERS DRAFT NOTES 
 

MOST CHOICES: 

All-Time: 30 were chosen in each draft from 1943-48 

Modern Era: 22 in 1971 (11 offense, 10 defense, 1 special teams); 1976 (12 offense, 10 defense) 

 

FEWEST CHOICES: 

All-Time: 5 in 2003 (2 offense, 3 defense) 

Modern Era: 5 in 2003 (2 offense, 3 defense) 

 

HIGHEST CHOICE: 

First overall choice in Draft: 1956 (DB Gary Glick); 1970 (QB Terry Bradshaw) 

 

LATEST FIRST CHOICE: 

Eighth round in 1959 and 1963 

 

FIRST-ROUND DRAFT CHOICES BY POSITION: (since 1970) 

• 9 Defensive Backs (1973, ‘75, ‘78, ‘87, ‘93, ‘97, 2003, ‘16, ‘18) 

• 8 Linebackers (1977, ‘91, 2007, ‘13, ‘14, ‘15, ‘17, ‘19) 

• 8 Offensive Linemen (1986, ‘89, ‘92, ‘96, ‘98, 2002, ‘10, ‘12) 

• 7 Wide Receivers (1971, ‘74, ‘84, ‘94, ‘99, 2000, ‘06) 

• 7 Defensive Linemen (1981, ‘83, ‘85, ‘88, 2001, ‘09, ‘11) 

• 6 Running Backs (1972, ‘79, ‘82, ‘89, 2009, ‘21) 

• 4 Tight Ends (1976, ‘90, ‘95, 2005) 

• 4 Quarterbacks (1970, ‘80, 2004, ‘22) 

 

STEELERS DRAFTS SINCE 2007 (Head Coach Mike Tomlin’s First Year) 
 

2022 (20th overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 1. Kenny Pickett QB Pittsburgh 

 2. George Pickens WR Georgia 

 3. DeMarvin Leal DE Texas A&M 

 4. Calvin Austin III WR Memphis 

 6. Connor Heyward TE/FB Michigan State 

 7a. Mark Robinson  LB Mississippi 

 7b. Chris Oladokun QB South Dakota State 

 

2021 (24th overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 1. Najee Harris RB Alabama  

 2. Pat Freiermuth TE Penn State 

 3. Kendrick Green C Illinois 

 4a. Dan Moore Jr. OL Texas A&M 

 4b. Buddy Johnson LB Texas A&M (compensatory selection) 

 5. Isaiahh Loudermilk DL Wisconsin (acquired via trade with Dallas Cowboys) 

 6. Quincy Roche LB Miami, Fla. 

 7a. Tre Norwood DB Oklahoma (acquired via trade with Miami Dolphins) 

 7b. Pressley Harvin III P Georgia Tech (acquired via trade with Baltimore Ravens) 

  



2020 (49th overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 2. Chase Claypool WR Notre Dame  

 3. Alex Highsmith LB Charlotte (compensatory selection) 

 4a. Anthony McFarland Jr. RB Maryland 

 4b. Kevin Dotson OL Louisiana (acquired 29th pick in the fourth round [135th overall] via trade with Miami.) 

 6. Antoine Brooks Jr. DB Maryland 

 7. Carlos Davis DT Nebraska 

 

2019 (20th overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 1. Devin Bush LB Michigan (acquired 10th pick in the first round via trade with Denver. The Steelers 

    traded the 20th pick, second-round selection [52nd overall] and third-round pick [83rd 

    overall] in 2020.) 

 3a. Diontae Johnson WR Toledo 

 3b. Justin Layne CB Michigan State 

 4. Benny Snell Jr. RB Kentucky 

 5. Zach Gentry TE Michigan 

 6a. Sutton Smith LB Northern Illinois 

 6b. Isaiah Buggs DE Alabama 

 6c. Ulysees Gilbert LB Akron 

 7. Derwin Gray OT Maryland 

 

2018 (25th overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 1. Terrell Edmunds S Virginia Tech  

 2. James Washington WR Oklahoma State 

 3a. Mason Rudolph QB Oklahoma State 

 5a. Marcus Allen S Penn State 

 5b. Jaylen Samuels RB North Carolina 

 7. Joshua Frazier DL Alabama 

 

2017 (30th overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 1. T.J. Watt OLB Wisconsin  

 2. JuJu Smith-Schuster WR USC 

 3a. Cameron Sutton CB Tennessee 

 3b. James Conner RB Pittsburgh 

 4. Joshua Dobbs QB Tennessee 

 5. Brian Allen CB Utah 

 6. Colin Holba LS Louisville 

 7. Keion Adams LB Western Michigan 

  



2016 (25th overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 1. Artie Burns CB Miami (Fla.) 

 2. Sean Davis S Maryland 

 3. Javon Hargrave DT South Carolina State 

 4. Jerald Hawkins OT LSU 

 6. Travis Feeney LB Washington (compensatory selection) 

 7a. Demarcus Ayers WR Houston 

 7b. Tyler Matakevich LB Temple 

 

2015 (22nd overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 1. Bud Dupree LB Kentucky 

 2. Senquez Golson CB Mississippi 

 3. Sammie Coates WR Auburn 

 4. Doran Grant CB Ohio State 

 5. Jesse James TE Penn State 

 6a. L.T. Walton DE Central Michigan 

 6b. Anthony Chickillo LB Miami (compensatory selection) 

 7. Gerod Holliman S Louisville 

 

2014 (15th overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 1. Ryan Shazier LB Ohio State 

 2. Stephon Tuitt DE Notre Dame 

 3. Dri Archer WR/RB Kent State (compensatory selection) 

 4. Martavis Bryant WR Clemson 

 5a. Shaquille Richardson CB Arizona 

 5b. Wesley Johnson OL Vanderbilt (compensatory selection) 

 6a. Jordan Zumwalt LB UCLA 

 6b. Daniel McCullers DL Tennessee (compensatory selection) 

 7. Rob Blanchflower TE Massachusetts 

 

2013 (17th overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 1. Jarvis Jones OLB Georgia 

 2. Le’Veon Bell RB Michigan State 

 3. Markus Wheaton WR Oregon State 

 4a. Shamarko Thomas S Syracuse (acquired 14th pick in the fourth round [111th overall] via a trade with 

    Cleveland. The Steelers traded 2014 third-round selection to Cleveland in return) 

 4b. Landry Jones QB Oklahoma 

 5. Terry Hawthorne CB Illinois 

 6a. Justin Brown WR Oklahoma 

 6b. Vince Williams LB Florida State (compensatory selection) 

 7. Nick Williams DT Samford 

  



2012 (24th overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 1. David DeCastro OG Stanford 

 2. Mike Adams OT Ohio State 

 3. Sean Spence LB Miami (Fla.) 

 4. Alameda Ta’amu DT Washington (traded original fourth-round selection [119th overall] and sixth-round 

    selection [193rd overall] to Washington in return for the 109th overall pick) 

 5. Chris Rainey RB Florida 

 7a. Toney Clemons WR Colorado 

 7b. David Paulson TE Oregon (compensatory selection) 

 7c. Terrence Frederick CB Texas A&M (compensatory selection) 

 7d. Kelvin Beachum OG SMU (compensatory selection) 

 

2011 (31st overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 1. Cameron Heyward DT Ohio State 

 2. Marcus Gilbert OT Florida 

 3. Curtis Brown CB Texas 

 4. Cortez Allen CB The Citadel 

 5. Chris Carter LB Fresno State 

 6. Keith Williams OG Nebraska 

 7. Baron Batch RB Texas Tech 

 

2010 (18th overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 1. Maurkice Pouncey C Florida 

 2. Jason Worilds LB Virginia Tech 

 3. Emmanuel Sanders WR SMU 

 4. Thaddeus Gibson LB Ohio State 

 5a. Chris Scott OT Tennessee 

 5b. Crezdon Butler CB Clemson (compensatory selection) 

 5c. Stevenson Sylvester LB Utah (compensatory selection) 

 6a. Jonathan Dwyer RB Georgia Tech 

 6b. Antonio Brown WR Central Michigan (Acquired the 195th selection [A. Brown] and CB Bryant McFadden 

    from the Arizona Cardinals in exchange for the Steelers 155th overall selection) 

 7. Doug Worthington DT Ohio State (compensatory selection) 

*(The Steelers traded its 225th overall selection in the seventh round to Tampa Bay for QB Byron Leftwich) 

  



2009 (32nd overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 1. Ziggy Hood DE Missouri 

 3a. Kraig Urbik OG Wisconsin (acquired via a trade with Denver in return for the 15th pick in the third 

    round and the 20th pick in the third round) 

 3b. Mike Wallace WR Mississippi (acquired via a trade with Denver in return for the 15th pick in the third 

    round and the 20th pick in the third round) 

 3c. Keenan Lewis CB Oregon State 

 5a. Joe Burnett CB Central Florida 

 5b. Frank Summers RB UNLV 

 6. Sunny Harris DT Oregon 

 7a. A.Q. Shipley C Penn State (acquired via a trade with Tampa Bay in return for C Sean Mahan) 

 7b. David Johnson TE Arkansas State 

 

2008 (23rd overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 1. Rashard Mendenhall RB Illinois 

 2. Limas Sweed WR Texas 

 3. Bruce Davis LB UCLA 

 4. Tony Hills OT Texas (traded from pick 123 to 130 with the N.Y. Giants, and received Giants’ sixth  

    round choice) 

 5. Dennis Dixon QB Oregon 

 6a. Mike Humpal LB Iowa 

 6b. Ryan Mundy S West Virginia 

 

2007 (15th overall) 

 RD PLAYER POS. SCHOOL 

 1. Lawrence Timmons LB Florida State 

 2. LaMarr Woodley LB Michigan 

 3. Matt Spaeth TE Minnesota 

 4a. Daniel Sepulveda P Baylor (acquired via a trade with Green Bay in return for the 20th pick in the fourth 

    round and the 18th pick in the sixth round) 

 4b. Ryan McBean DE Oklahoma State 

 5a. Cameron Stephenson OG Rutgers 

 5b. William Gay CB Louisville 

 7. Dallas Baker WR Florida 

  



STEELERS ALL-TIME DRAFT PICKS BY SCHOOL (280) 
School Players 

Pittsburgh 46 

Notre Dame 36 

Penn State 27 

Florida 24 

Purdue 23 

Ohio State 22 

Michigan 21 

Michigan State 21 

Tennessee 19 

Georgia 18 

Baylor 17 

Clemson 17 

Miami (FL) 17 

Alabama 16 

Oklahoma 16 

Texas 16 

Minnesota 15 

Nebraska 15 

Washington 15 

Arkansas 14 

Boston College 14 

Duquesne 14 

Maryland 14 

Missouri 14 

UCLA 14 

Kentucky 13 

USC 13 

Wisconsin 13 

Colorado 12 

Duke 12 

Mississippi 12 

North Carolina State 12 

Texas A&M 12 

Tulsa 12 

Utah 12 

Florida State 11 

Mississippi State 11 

Oregon 11 

Wake Forest 11 

Holy Cross 10 

North Texas 10 

South Carolina 10 

Texas Christian 10 

Auburn 9 

Brigham Young 9 

Cincinnati 9 

School Players 

Houston 9 

Iowa 9 

Kansas 9 

LSU 9 

Oklahoma State 9 

Oregon State 9 

Pennsylvania 9 

Stanford 9 

Temple 9 

Georgia Tech 8 

Illinois 8 

Indiana 8 

Louisville 8 

North Carolina 8 

Rice 8 

Southern Methodist 8 

Syracuse 8 

Arizona State 7 

Detroit Mercy 7 

Kansas State 7 

Miami (OH) 7 

Vanderbilt 7 

West Virginia 7 

William & Mary 7 

Colorado State 6 

St. Mary’s (CA) 6 

Texas A&M-Commerce 6 

Texas Tech 6 

Villanova 6 

Arizona 5 

Fresno State 5 

Idaho 5 

Kent State 5 

Rutgers 5 

San Diego State 5 

Santa Clara 5 

Southern Mississippi 5 

Texas Southern 5 

Tulane 5 

Virginia Tech 5 

Wichita State 5 

Wyoming 5 

Arkansas State 4 

Bucknell 4 

California 4 

Central Michigan 4 

School Players 

Florida A&M 4 

Jackson State 4 

Louisiana Tech 4 

Massachusetts 4 

Nevada-Las Vegas 4 

Northwestern 4 

South Carolina State 4 

Tennessee State 4 

Utah State 4 

Virginia 4 

Western Michigan 4 

Xavier (OH) 4 

Arkansas-Pine Bluff 3 

Army 3 

Cornell 3 

Eastern Kentucky 3 

Grambling State 3 

John Carroll 3 

Marshall 3 

Mississippi Valley State 3 

Morgan State 3 

Muhlenberg 3 

Nebraska-Kearney 3 

New Mexico 3 

North Carolina A&T 3 

North Carolina Central 3 

North Dakota State 3 

Sam Houston State 3 

San Jose State 3 

Scranton 3 

Tennessee-Chattanooga 3 

Washington & Lee 3 

West Texas A&M 3 

Akron 2 

Albion 2 

Alcorn State 2 

Bethune-Cookman 2 

Boston University 2 

Bowling Green State 2 

Cal Poly-S.L.O. 2 

Catholic 2 

Colgate 2 

Connecticut 2 

Dartmouth 2 

East Carolina 2 

Eastern Michigan 2 

School Players 

George Washington 2 

Georgetown 2 

Hardin-Simmons 2 

Hawaii 2 

Hofstra 2 

Indiana State 2 

Iowa State 2 

Lehigh 2 

Los Angeles State 2 

Louisiana-Lafayette 2 

Louisiana-Monroe 2 

Marquette 2 

McMurry (TX) 2 

Memphis 2 

Montana State 2 

Nevada 2 

New Mexico State 2 

Northeastern 2 

Northern Illinois 2 

Northwestern State (LA) 2 

Princeton 2 

Rhode Island 2 

San Francisco 2 

St. Bonaventure 2 

St. Thomas 2 

Texas-El Paso 2 

Toledo 2 

Trinity (TX) 2 

University of Pacific 2 

Virginia Military Inst. 2 

Washington State 2 

Waynesburg 2 

Weber State 2 

Wesleyan 2 

Youngstown State 2 

Abilene Christian 1 

Alabama A&M 1 

Alma 1 

Angelo State 1 

Augustana (S.D.) 1 

Baldwin-Wallace 1 

Bloomsburg 1 

Boise State 1 

Bradley 1 

Brown 1 

Cal State-Fullerton 1 

School Players 

Canisius 1 

Carnegie Mellon 1 

Case Western Reserve 1 

Catawba 1 

Central Coll. (IA) 1 

Central Florida 1 

Central Oklahoma 1 

Charlotte 1 

Coll. of Emporia 1 

Colorado Mines 1 

Columbia 1 

Compton CC CA 1 

Creighton 1 

Dayton 1 

Delaware 1 

Delaware State 1 

Denison 1 

Denver 1 

Drake 1 

Eastern Illinois 1 

Eastern New Mexico 1 

Eastern Washington 1 

Edward Waters 1 

Elon 1 

Emporia State 1 

Fort Valley State 1 

Furman 1 

Geneva 1 

Glenville State 1 

Gonzaga 1 

Haverford College 1 

Hillsdale 1 

Howard Payne 1 

Idaho State 1 

Illinois State 1 

Indiana (PA) 1 

Jacksonville State 1 

Kansas-Wesleyan 1 

Lafayette 1 

Langston 1 

Lenoir-Rhyne 1 

Liberty 1 

Lincoln (MO) 1 

Lincoln (PA) 1 

Long Beach State 1 

Loyola Marymount 1 



STEELERS ALL-TIME DRAFT PICKS BY SCHOOL - CONTINUED 

School Players 

Maine 1 

Maryland East. Shore 1 

McNeese State 1 

Missouri Valley 1 

Navy 1 

New Hampshire 1 

New Mexico Highlands 1 

Newberry 1 

Niagara 1 

North Alabama 1 

School Players 

Northern Arizona 1 

Northern Colorado 1 

Northern Montana St. 1 

Ohio University 1 

Otterbein 1 

Pittsburg State 1 

Pittsburgh-Johnstown 1 

Prairie View A&M 1 

Presbyterian 1 

Puget Sound 1 

School Players 

Richmond 1 

Salem (WV) 1 

Samford 1 

Simpson (IA) 1 

Southeast Missouri St. 1 

Southern University 1 

St. Francis (PA) 1 

St. Louis 1 

St. Mary’s (TX) 1 

St. Norbert 1 

School Players 

St. Vincent 1 

Tampa 1 

Texas A&M - Kingsville 1 

Texas State 1 

Texas-Arlington 1 

The Citadel 1 

Trinity (CT) 1 

Troy 1 

Tusculum 1 

Valparaiso 1 

School Players 

Washington & Jefferson 1 

West Chester 1 

West Liberty State 1 

West Virginia Wesleyan 1 

Western Carolina 1 

Western Illinois 1 

William Jewell 1 

Winston-Salem State 1 

Wis.-Platteville 1 

Yale 1

– 30 – 

 

Follow @SteelersPRDept on Twitter to receive the team’s news and information.  
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Steelers General Manager Omar Khan and Head Coach Mike Tomlin – 4.24.23 

 

Opening Statements: 

Omar Khan: Appreciate everybody being here today. I'll talk a little bit about the rest of the offseason since we last got together 

in Arizona. As you know, we were able to acquire Allen Robinson [II] last week. Excited to have him. Early on when Coach [Mike 

Tomlin] and I got together after the season, we mapped out a plan on what we wanted 2023 to look like. One of the things we 

were keying on was acquiring a veteran receiver. Excited that we were able to get it all done with Allen. Once the medical was 

confirmed to be okay, it was easy for us. With respect to the medical, I'll just say that the doctors felt really good about him. We're 

going to be really smart, kind of like we were with Larry Ogunjobi. We’re going to be conservative with the approach. We 

understand the importance of spring ball, but there's really no games being played until August. We did the same thing with 

Cole Holcomb, too. We're going to try to be really smart about that.  

 

With respect to the Draft, what can I say? It's exciting that it's almost here. The process has been great. We spent a lot of time 

getting to know a lot of players, not only on the field but off the field. Once the season ended, it started for me at the Hula Bowl. 

Had an opportunity to interview several players there. Coach and I got to Mobile and we probably interviewed 40 to 50 players 

formally, another 20 to 30 players, probably more than that, informally. Went to Indy and had our 45 visits, formal visits. Handful 

of other informal visits there when you run into guys there. Hit the Pro Day circuit for a couple of weeks, great. Really productive. 

Got to know a lot of players along the way there. Then we got to obviously our 30 visits here, 30 formal visits. Had several other 

players that were local that didn't count towards the 30. Last few days we've been doing a lot of Zoom calls, trying to be diligent, 

get to know as many of these guys as possible. Once I leave here, we’ve got a couple more Zoom calls this afternoon. With that, 

Coach, I don't know if you wanted to add anything. The process has been great from my end. 

 

Mike Tomlin: I think that's probably the most significant reflection I have on the process. It's not about Omar being new. We've 

done what we do in terms of our preparation. But I think the significant difference that makes me feel good as we sit here today 

is we adjusted during COVID in terms of the gathering of information, the tools we were willing to use to gather information. 

Now that we're on the other side of COVID, it's almost like being able to couple those techniques with some traditional ones. It's 

good to get back on the Pro Day circuit, see these guys in their college environments, the information you get from that. The 

interactions you get firsthand with them in a combine-like setting or Mobile. Good to get back to post-COVID normalcy in terms 

of some of those things. You couple that with the techniques we were able to develop during COVID in an effort to get 

information, whether it's doing research regarding medical information on those that you don't get an opportunity to get 

firsthand interaction with or utilization of Zooms to further get to know someone. It just feels really good in this post-COVID world 

to use some of those tools along with traditional ones in an effort to have a high floor of readiness. I just think that's why we feel 

really comfortable. We didn't get lazy because of COVID. We're back out there. We hit a bunch of Pro Days. We took every 



opportunity that was at our disposal to beat the bushes and engage with these guys. I think that's why we feel comfortable about 

where we are. Still some more work ahead of us, continual discussions that need to be had. That will be ongoing. But just the 

work that we've done, the position that we're in right now in terms of the information that we have. Obviously, we've been able 

to do some things in free agency that I feel like provides a clean slate for us from a draft perspective. We don't have any glaring 

needs. We're able to look at the board in totality and not be swayed inappropriately in any specific way. That's just kind of the 

framework of some of the things that we've done and why we feel prepared and good.  

 

We'll stop talking and open it up to you guys. 

 

Mike, you’ve never had the first pick to start a day. How advantageous is that? 

Mike Tomlin: Man, we're excited about it. We've been talking about it. I think the thing that we're least familiar about is the 

amount of calls that we will be or could be getting. That's what we've spent our time talking about; how do we organize and 

how do we get prepared for the receiving of the amount of interest that that pick could have? That's a good and exciting 

possibility for us. 

 

On the other hand, Omar, what about the calls for No. 17? Are you getting a lot of pre-draft action on that? 

Omar Khan: That's natural that that happens. That is happening. People are calling. Are we interested in moving up, down, 

sometimes it's just fishing for information, but it's happening. 

 

How important is it to determine whether a guy is a football lover? How much do you determine that on a Zoom, 

or a call, or a face-to-face meeting? Could that be a deal breaker if you determine he's not?  

Omar Khan: It's extremely important. It could be a deal breaker. I'm not going to go into how we come up with our final 

evaluation on that, but that is really important. We ask certain questions. It's all part of getting to know the player, understanding 

if he loves it. A lot goes into it, but it can be a deal breaker, love of football. 

 

Throughout the history of this organization, a new general manager or coach, when the pairing is new, 

foundational pieces, haven't gone by need at all. Then they drift into need. How is the approach? You're saying 

best athlete, but there are some needs like a third tackle— 

Mike Tomlin: We're not going to back ourselves into any corner as we sit here today. That's what I mean when I said we felt 

really good about what we were able to do in free agency. It provides a platform for what you suggest that we can just look at 

prospects available to us. 

 

You started this talking about acquiring Robinson, the importance of him. You added Patrick Peterson. When 

you're looking to add a veteran guy like Robinson, how important is the mentorship piece holistically?  

Omar Khan: It's extremely important. Especially when you're getting to the Draft, you're looking at guys saying, “Hey, we don't 

necessarily need this guy to come in and plug-and-play right away.” He can learn from a guy like Pat P[eterson] or Allen Robinson. 

We have quality veterans, Cam Heyward. Lot of those guys. A great situation to be in. 

 

DeMarvin Leal, what do you envision for him heading into 2023, his role? How might that impact the Draft?  

Mike Tomlin: There's a lot of variables that determine that. His level of readiness, his growth and development physically, 

mentally, how he processes the experiences of Year 1. I'm open and expect him to be on another level, like I do all guys. But I 

don't know that I see it with great clarity as I sit here today. Still too many moving pieces. One of the major components of talent 

acquisition that remains to be done throughout this offseason, be it the Draft or free agency, things of that nature. But make no 

mistake, he showed some things, particularly over the latter part of last year. It's reasonable to expect him to build upon that. 

So, I'm open to it. But no definitive structure to it as we sit here today. 



 

Have you gathered enough depth at any position to where you no longer look at the Draft, like maybe the inside 

of the offensive line? 

Omar Khan: I think any opportunity we have to add competition, regardless of position, we're going to look at it. If it helps us, 

it helps us. I’ve said it from the very beginning, my job is to bring competition to every position possible. If drafting a certain 

player allows that and he’s somebody we’ve targeted, we'll go after it. 

 

In terms of what you've been able to glean so far in the pre-draft process about corners and tackles, have you been 

able to see a significant difference in top-end talent or depth?  

Omar Khan: Two good positions that are available in the Draft. Overall, this is really a good draft. I think when you look at the 

talent, just position by position, Coach and I talked a lot about this, it's a good draft and it feels really good. We feel like we're 

going to be in a position to draft some good players. The phrase I always use, it's always at a priority-need position. I think we're 

going to have the ability to address those needs. 

 

From a coaching perspective, what do you prefer? Do you prefer the notion of using some of the collateral you 

have to move up to get a home run in the top 10? If it is a deep draft, to have that many different components you 

can build into your roster, what is your preference?  

Mike Tomlin: You give me a specific player, opportunity, I'll probably have a more definitive answer. We're not opposed to 

moving up in an effort to pinpoint someone that might be special, but we do truly believe there's great depth in this draft. We're 

ready and comfortable for whatever.  

 

I'll be really specific why we feel this is a deep draft. I think it's another by-product of COVID. There are some veteran guys in this 

draft. There are guys with six years of college football playing experience and five years of college football playing experience. I 

think that's one of the reasons why it is so deep. It's just another by-product of COVID.  

 

A lot has been made about the 30 visits. How do you weigh who you bring in here to the facility versus going on 

the road and meeting them, Zoom calls?  

Mike Tomlin: There’s a variety of things that determine that. Sometimes we're trying to gather medical information. Sometimes 

we're trying to find another intellectual football day with them. Maybe we didn't get any exposure to them because they were 

non-Combine or Senior Bowl, or we didn't go to their universities. There’re several reasons why a guy could fall into the 30-visit 

list. Those are some examples of why. Medical, football get to know, a lack of exposure because they weren't invited to 

something, things of that nature. 

 

Omar, do you expect an early run-on cornerback? Is that reflective of the quality there?  

Omar Khan: That's a good question. You just never know. You just never know. I would assume so. It is a deep position. I think 

we're prepared if that happens. 

 

Mike, how much closer are we getting to positionless football, especially on defense?  

Mike Tomlin: I go the other way. As opposed to calling it positionless, I think there's more specialization. Positions that we didn't 

necessarily identify as positions years ago have very specific roles. I think the nickel, the interior corner is a position in today's 

game. The dime linebacker or the passing-situations linebacker, for example, is a really specific position in today's game. There 

are interior rushers. Those guys oftentimes play on the edge on run downs. It's a highly specialized game today. In one vein I 

think you can call it positionless. I think you can go the other direction and say it's very specialized. I know what you mean. It's a 

discussion, certainly. 

 



At wide receiver, a lot of the guys that you have in the slot were smaller guys. Was part of getting Robinson, a 

bigger guy, about two-thirds of his snaps were outside, do you see him more of an inside guy?  

Mike Tomlin: He's had experience as an inside guy. He has physicality in his game. He can drop his weight for a big. He is an 

example of our general free agent interest. It goes all the way back to when he was at Penn State. Kevin Colbert and I spent a 

great deal of time with him and his family through his draft process. He was a Diaper Dandy. A 20-year-old when he came into 

the Draft. We held him in high regard. We liked his football character, we liked his talents, we liked his upside. We followed him 

throughout his NFL journey. The interest still remains. Those are generally the stories, that's the framing of the people that we 

generally do free agent business with.  

 

The same thing could be said for E[landon] Roberts. I remember being down at Houston when we were at his Pro Day. Kevin and 

I stood in the parking lot and talked to him and his parents for maybe 45 minutes after his Pro Day was over. That's how we play 

free agency. We build our team primarily through the Draft because we do a great deal of research and work regarding these 

guys in draft prep. So, our professional interest is usually a continuation of that. 

 

Is it a media myth in terms of having a rookie salary quarterback, teams being able to go after other positions, 

stockpile a team according to the salary cap, or is there real substance to that?  

Omar Khan: You don't have to be a mathematician to figure it out. When you have a rookie quarterback that's starting for you, 

it gives you options. That's what I always say, you have options to do different things, maybe get creative on some other things. 

 

You talked about the pandemic, some of these college players have been playing for five or six years. Throughout 

your interviewing process, whether it be the top 30s or Zooms, have you noticed more preparedness because 

they're older and experienced?  

Mike Tomlin: I think you notice it. I think also you look at the general age of the guys. Whenever we put a guy's profile up, you 

have basic, measurable information, height, weight, speed, 40 times. The date of birth is a component of it. I would imagine the 

average date of birth for this draft class is significantly higher than maybe the previous years. There's a specific reason why: the 

global pandemic. 

 

You obviously have known Omar for a while. What did you learn about him spending so much time during the pre-

draft process on visits? What do you think you've learned that it will take to be successful collaborating in the Draft 

room?  

Mike Tomlin: I don't know that I've learned anything new. It's an opportunity for us to live out the things we already know we 

value about one another, about the team-building process, about what this organization needs from us. We enjoyed our time 

traveling. There’s business to get done. But aside from that business, man, there's many nights sitting in a lobby having a cup of 

coffee, just continuing to hash over the vision, the mode of operation. You can't have enough of those discussions to further 

solidify why it is we do what it is that we do, how we go about it, and our roles in it, how we work together, the fluidity of it. 

That's been fun. It's been fun. You can't shortcut it. I think that's why it's been fun. We respect it. We haven’t tried to cut corners. 

The secret is there's no secret, man. We had to pack a bag and spend some time together and beat the bushes. It was a good 

process. 

  



Process-wise, have you done anything different in terms of preparing for draft scenarios, how you evaluate 

prospects, than when Kevin was in your seat? How much has Andy [Weidl] played a role, too, in all that?  

Omar Khan: I would say overall, I've said this before, it's been a similar process. I would say it's 85 percent similar to how we've 

done it in the past. I learned it from Kevin. Have a lot of respect for how we've always done it.  

 

Having said that, we brought in Dan Colbert, Andy, Mark Sadowski, and Sheldon White. They've had some cool ideas, things 

they've done elsewhere that they've given suggestions to us. We've implemented some. Some I've said yes, some I've said no. 

But overall, it's similar. 

 

You don't do the mocks anymore, correct?  

Omar Khan: We do strategy meetings where we discuss what we’re going to do if X, Y and Z happen, yeah. 

 

Follow-up: Do you rank the top players? I only say that because I believe that’s how Kevin said they did it in the 

last couple of years. 

Omar Khan: I think that's just part of the strategy.  

 

Mike Tomlin: That was pretty slick. That was awesome (laughter).  

 

Omar Khan: We have strategy meetings where we go through different scenarios, how we would take players if they’re there 

and all that, yeah. Along with what you just said, yeah.  

 

Mike Tomlin: I think a cool thing is we haven't been running away from the differences of transition. We've been open to it. Just 

like I was talking a year ago, we were transitioning at quarterback, the uneasiness, the feeling that could be positive fuel for us. 

We're going through a transition here in a significant role. We'd be remiss if we didn't have urgency about it and also just be open 

to the differences that could help us improve. I've been excited about working with some of the new guys, some of the guys that 

aren't new but are in a new role. Just been open to doing things differently. I think particularly guys like us that have been in 

roles or been in this organization for an extended period of time, it's a natural inclination to get resistant to new thoughts, ideas, 

approaches. That's something that you can fall into. That's been something that we've been consciously resisting because we 

might miss an opportunity for improvement or get better. That's something that comes with transition, too. 

 

How much fun is it for you the last couple years with all the transition? Does it give you more juice to have this 

new challenge?  

Mike Tomlin: I'm always having fun. I love what we do. But the variables have been some of the reasons why. I can't tell you 

that there's a time that I can point to where I'm not having fun, whether it's in the 12-month calendar or over the totality of my 

time spent here. I just love the challenges that this business presents. 

 

You said corner was an area where there was depth. What other positions do you feel have depth in this draft?  

Omar Khan: I mentioned overall it's really good. You get excited about the D-line group, the O-line group is good. The corner 

group is good. Outside backer group is good. There are some good quarterbacks. We're not taking a quarterback.  

 

Mike Tomlin: The tight ends.  

 

Omar Khan: Tight end group is good. The receiver group is good. We just feel really good about the talent really at every position. 

 

Omar, can you confirm it was coffee that you shared?  



Omar Khan: It was coffee. 

 

What was it like for you this first time going through this? Did you learn anything traveling and everything that 

maybe you didn't know?  

Omar Khan: Yeah, you try to learn something every day. New experiences, talking to new people. It's a lot easier to get ahold of 

Nick Saban to meet one on one when you're in this role as opposed to my other role. You learn something every day. Coach used 

the word 'fun' earlier. That's the right word. It's been a lot of work. We think we've been very diligent. The process has been 

tremendous. At the end of the day, it's just been fun. 

 

You mentioned at the outset you did whatever you could in the free agency process to gird yourselves. With Kenny 

going into Year 2, do you feel similarly about the offense overall? If the best players tend to come on the defensive 

side of the ball, you're comfortable addressing that side of the ball? Do you have enough there on offense to have 

the playbook flourish?  

Mike Tomlin: Certainly, certainly.  

 

If there's a player with a character concern, red flag, how do you go about evaluating that? Do you take a player 

off your board entirely, move them down... 

Mike Tomlin: When there's character questions, we simply do the work. Doing the work is boots on the ground, relationships in 

their town, getting information about their day-to-day from people in those environments. It's about interviewing them, talking 

to them about their past, what they learned, the steps they've taken in an effort to improve. It's professional research, private 

investigation. We utilize all the tools at our disposal to gain enough information to make an appropriate decision on subjects 

such as that. At the end of the day, we make a Steeler decision, and we go with it. What the tipping point is in terms of taking 

someone off the board or leaving someone on the board, those are not black-and-white discussions. Those are handled on an 

individual basis, based on the information that we have gathered and the amount of that information. 

 

One guy in this draft you don't have to do much research on is Joey Porter Jr. Is it fun to evaluate someone like that 

that you know so well?  

Mike Tomlin: There's guys in every draft, particularly for me in recent years, that I have similar background with. Maybe the 

Pittsburgh guys. Maybe they're in a similar age group as my sons. The Skyy Moore discussion a year ago. D Ham [Damar Hamlin]. 

The guys that played next door. All the 412s. Because I've been a part of this community so long, I've essentially watched those 

generations of guys grow up. Seeing them play little league football, high school football. I've probably met them at some point 

during their development because guys like me meet talented young athletes.  

 

It's not as unique as you would like to make it. I'm sure you are going to make it, but man, there's a handful of those guys for a 

variety of reasons, particularly in recent years as I mentioned, that kind of make that a less relevant and less significant story from 

my perspective. 

 

Has your son been a resource this year?  

Mike Tomlin: I don't get any information from my son, particularly professional information. 

  



Have you been in contact with all 31 teams about trade-ups or downs?  

Omar Khan: I'll say this. Before Thursday, we will have been in contact with all 31 teams. I wouldn't say we're there just yet.  

 

Mike Tomlin: You mentioned 32. Being in that position, we're acknowledging we're not quarterback shopping. That position 

might be one that attracts quarterback shoppers. So, it's exciting to see what might transpire with some of those phone calls, the 

value that we might be able to get. It is a unique position for us to be in. We are very excited about it.  

 

How spontaneous is Draft night? Say the 17th pick comes up, you talked to every team prior to that, is there a last-

minute team called?  

Mike Tomin: I think preparedness makes that less spontaneous. That 32nd position is new to us. That's something that is 

probably going to have more of our attention in terms of the spontaneity of it or the uniqueness of it. It's just due diligence in 

terms of preparing for the myriad of things that could happen at 17, whether we stay there, move up, move back. That's everyday 

business for us or every year business for us. 

 

Hypothetically, if you had something worked out, you're probably going to have it worked out a few picks before 

that?  

Mike Tomlin: Could be or could happen in the moment. That's just experience that tells us to be ready for all of those scenarios 

that you outlined. 

 

Even informally or if at all, do you communicate with Kevin? Has he been involved?  

Omar Khan: I talk to Kevin. Kevin is always available to me whenever I need to call him.  

 

Mike Tomlin: Kevin is a granddad, man. He's talking about granddad things, man. We're seeking wise counsel. He's laughing 

and wishing us good luck. 

 

You said you looked at some things, specific things from Andy. Overall, how much of a resource has he been during 

this process?  

Omar Khan: He's been great. I've known Andy for over 20 years. We know a lot about each other. We know how we think. But 

he's been great. It's been smooth.  

 

Mike Tomlin: The interesting thing about him from my perspective is, my relationship with him is a new one, but he's not new 

to this organization or new to the values of this organization. So that's been cool to get to know and see the foundational 

component of that in him. 

 

Omar, how do you describe what this like is for you personally and the feelings that come along with it?  

Omar Khan: Personally, I'd say it's obviously exciting. It's a dream come true for me to be in this position. Been dreaming about 

it for a long time. But I feel ready. I wish the Draft— I wish I was leaving here to go make our picks. But exciting. I think we're 

ready.  

 

Mike Tomlin: Andy and I have been laughing at him. He's been talking extremely fast. 

  



[Anthony] Miller and [Calvin] Austin [II], how are they coming along health-wise? 

Mike Tomlin: No updates regarding the health of guys. I don't have a detailed one, so I'm not going to mislead you with false 

information. We've been focused on talent acquisition. The guys have been going through the conditioning component of it. 

Haven't had a significant update in that regard.  

 

We get on the other side of the Draft, start teeing this group up for on-field work, it probably gets to be more of a relevant 

discussion at that time. 

 

With the Zooms you've added to this, do you have a ballpark of how many prospects you've physically had a 

conversation with?  

Mike Tomlin: We have turned some stones over; I tell you that. We probably need to do that.  

 

I'm telling you; we've touched more guys in this process than we have than any process I've been a part of. It's not anything 

unusual that we're doing. It's just, again, utilizing the COVID-related tools coupled with the normal back-to-business approaches 

that we've had. It's just providing a broader net for us. 
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PITTSBURGH STEELERS 2023 DRAFT PICKS 
 

 No. In 

Rnd. Rnd. Overall Player Pos. Ht. Wt.  College 

1.* 14 14 Broderick Jones OT 6-5 310  Georgia 

2a.** 1 32 Joey Porter Jr. CB 6-2 193  Penn State 

2b. 18 49 Keeanu Benton DT 6-4 309  Wisconsin 

3.*** 17 93 Darnell Washington TE 6-7 264  Georgia 

4. **** 30 132 Nick Herbig LB 6-2 240  Wisconsin 

7a.***** 24 241 Cory Trice Jr. DB 6-3 206  Purdue 

7b. ****** 34 251 Spencer Anderson OL 6-5 305  Maryland 

 

*From New England Patriots (acquired 14th pick for 17th and 120th picks) 

**From Chicago Bears (Chase Claypool Trade) 

***From Carolina Panthers (acquired 93rd and 132nd picks for 80th pick) 

****From San Francisco 49ers through Carolina Panthers (acquired 93rd and 132nd picks for 80th pick) 

*****From Minnesota Vikings (Jesse Davis Trade) 

******From L.A. Rams (Allen Robinson II Trade) 

 

 

 PITTSBURGH STEELERS 2023 ROOKIE FREE AGENTS 
 

Name Position  School 

Jordan Byrd  RS   San Diego State 

Monte Pottebaum  FB   Iowa 

Tanner Morgan  QB   Minnesota 

B.T. Potter  K   Clemson 

David Perales  LB   Fresno State 

James Nyamwaya  DE   Merrimack 

Trevor Downing  C   Iowa State 



 

 

 

First Round 

14th Overall 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Broderick Jones 

OT Georgia 
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Broderick Jones 

Offensive Tackle 

Georgia 

6-5, 310 

Lithonia, Georgia (Lithonia High School) 

1st Round – 14th Overall 

 

2022 SEASON 

Started at left tackle in all 15 games ... Named Associated Press All-SEC First-Team ... helped Georgia capture its second 

consecutive national championship. 

 

2021 SEASON 

Named Coaches’ Freshman All-SEC Team ... Played in every game, starting the last four games of the regular season at 

left tackle for Georgia's nation title-winning season ... Played every offensive snap in win over Missouri and Tennessee 

... Played most of the Bulldogs’ win at Auburn at left tackle, in relief of injured starter Jamaree Salyer. 

 

2020 SEASON 

Saw his first collegiate action at right tackle in fourth-quarter drive at South Carolina ... Played as a reserve in win at 

Missouri. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 

Selected to represent Team Pressure in the 2020 Under Armour All-America Game, where he was regarded as one of 

the top offensive linemen ... 247sports.com composite five-star prospect ... Ranked as the No. 11 prospect nationally, 

the No. 2 offensive tackle prospect and No. 3 prospect from the state of Georgia ... ESPN.com five-star prospect, the No. 

9 prospect nationally, No. 1 offensive tackle prospect nationally, No. 5 prospect in the Southeast region and No. 3 in 

Georgia ... PrepStar Magazine five-star prospect, ranked No. 18 prospect nationally, the No. 2 offensive tackle and a 

member of the Team 150 Dream Team ... Rivals.com five-star prospect, No. 5 prospect nationally, No. 2 offensive tackle 

nationally, No. 2 player from Georgia ... Named a unanimous selection to the 2019 Class 5A All-State First Team offense 

by the Georgia Sports Writers Association and the Atlanta Journal-Constitution ... As a senior, he led the Bulldogs to 

wins in three of their last four region games to claim a No. 3 seed in the GHSA Class 5A playoffs ... Paved the way for a 

Lithonia offense that averaged 25.1 points per game in the regular season, as well as 3,106 yards of offense (282.4 

yards per game) ... Registered 11 pancake blocks on the line, as well as 17 tackles, five tackles for loss and four sacks for 

36 yards lost as a defensive tackle ... 2019 AJC Super 11 selection, joining 28 previous Super 11 honorees to play under 

head coach Kirby Smart at Georgia ... Named to the USA Today 2018 ALL-USA Georgia First Team offense following his 

junior campaign, as well as a Class 5A first team selection by the Georgia Association of Coaches ... Tabbed for the 2018 

MaxPreps Preseason Junior All-American Second Team offense ... Competed at the 2019 Under Armour Future 50 event 

as a junior, emerging as one of the nation’s top offensive linemen ... Skilled post player on the Lithonia varsity 

basketball team, helping lead the Bulldogs to the Class 5A Final Four with a 21-10 record (10-3 in Region 5) as a junior. 

 

PERSONAL 

Full name Broderick Bernard Jones ... Recipient of the Heyward Allen Football Scholarship. 



Pittsburgh Steelers 

2023 NFL Draft 

Thursday, April 27 – Saturday, April 29 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Broderick Jones Conference Call Transcript 

 

Did you get any indication of how much the Steelers were interested in you? Were you surprised that they took 

you?  

There wasn’t any indication, but I know a lot of teams liked me. They were on my list. I like the Steelers a lot. I rock with Coach 

Mike Tomlin a whole bunch. I feel like he understands me. I’m just ready to get to it. 

 

There was a lot of belief that the Jets were going to take you with the 15th pick if the Patriots didn’t make the 

trade with the Steelers. Were you expecting to become a Jet?  

You know, this is the NFL Draft. I really wasn’t expecting anything. I was just waiting on my name to be called. At the end of the 

day, the Steelers did what they could to get me. So, I’m happy with what happened. I’m just ready to get down to Pittsburgh and 

continue to grow and be the best person I am. 

 

You were here about 10 days ago for the Top 30 visit. When you met with the Steelers, did they talk with you about 

whether they could see you on the left side or the right side? What did they tell you about your fit that could 

happen here?  

They told me I’m a football player. At the end of the day, it doesn’t matter where they stick me on the line. I’m going to give my 

best effort. My best shot. I’m going to fight to the end. Wherever they want to put me at, they can use me wherever. I’m willing 

to work, continue to push and just help this team wherever I can. 

 

What was it like when you came here for the Pre-Draft visit? Who did you talk to? What was it like for you?  

Man, I talked to everybody. I felt like I was at home. I’m not going to lie, I felt like I was at Georgia. I felt like the energy was there. 

At the end of the day, I was in love with the Pittsburgh Steelers when I left, and I became one. So, that’s the end of that story. 

 

Broderick, along those same lines, what does it mean to you to be a Pittsburgh Steeler, a member of such a storied 

franchise? 

Just being able to get my name called, it’s such an amazing feeling. At the end of the day, it didn’t matter who it came down to, 

I’m glad I’m a Steeler. But just hearing my name called was the biggest blessing. 

 

How much right tackle have you played? 

Well, at the University of Georgia, I played right tackle every day in practice so I really can’t give you a realistic number. 

 

Follow-up: When you weren’t a left tackle, you practiced every day at right tackle? 



Yeah, we rotated a lot at the University of Georgia because we only had a three-man rotation so all three of us had to be ready to 

go at either side. Our coach did the best he could to get everyone repped every day in practice on both sides and it worked out for 

the best. 

 

Follow-up: But not in a game, right?  

Yes, I played right tackle in a game. 

 

The Steelers traded up three slots to pick you, what does it mean to you that a team was willing to essentially 

spend some extra draft capital aside from that pick to take you? Does that mean a little bit more to you? 

Yeah, that means a lot to me. I just can’t wait to get to Pittsburgh and start that journey, you know? It’s a whole new journey. I 

can't wait to start that process over. I can’t wait to keep growing and hit the peak of my growth because I’m not done yet. I’m 

not near as close to being to the end goal so I’m ready to get back to work and perfect my craft. 

 

The Steelers’ last two first-round picks are the quarterback you’ll be blocking for and the running back that you’ll 

be blocking for. What do you know about [Kenny] Pickett as the quarterback and Najee Harris as the running back? 

I don’t know too much about them. I know both are great dudes through just watching the interviews and seeing them on social 

media and stuff. Najee, we played against him my freshman year. I wasn’t able to go but just watching him, he’s a dog. Kenny 

Pickett’s a dog. That’s all Pittsburgh is. Pittsburgh breeds dogs and I believe that’s why they picked me. 

 

What’s your relationship like with George Pickens? 

George Pickens is my guy, man. We have a great relationship. 

  

How would you describe your playing style and your playing personality? 

Physical, fast and dominant. 
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Broderick Jones Introductory Press Conference Transcript 

 

Opening Statements: 

Art Rooney II: Good afternoon. Thanks for joining us here this afternoon. We’re excited to have Broderick [Jones] here to 

introduce him as our first-round draft pick. As you all know, Broderick comes off two national championships and no sacks 

allowed this year, so really a great resume and we’re excited to have him join the group.  

 

Broderick is somebody who thinks big. When he first came here to visit us on his 30 visit, when he was in my office, he told me I 

didn’t have a big enough television. When we were meeting today, he reminded me again that I need to get a bigger television. 

So, he’s a bigger guy who thinks big, and that’s the way we like it. 

 

Broderick, welcome to Pittsburgh and come on up. 

 

Broderick Jones: First of all, I would like to thank Mr. [Art] Rooney [II], Omar [Khan], Coach [Mike] T[omlin] just for the great 

opportunity to be here. It’s just a blessing to be here in Pittsburgh with the Steelers. It’s something I’ve always dreamed about 

since the process started. They’ve been on my tail. This feels like home, and I’m glad to be home. 

 

You alluded to this being a really good fit yesterday when we talked to you, and you’ve spent a ton of time with 

these guys. Why do you think it’s such a perfect match? 

Just because of the energy. The vibe that I get from everybody within the organization. Like I said, it just feels like I'm at home. 

It feels like I'm back at Georgia. Feels like I'm back at Lithonia High School. So, I feel like I can thrive in a system like that, where I 

feel comfortable. 

 

You were a five-star recruit in high school, offered early by Georgia and committed early to Georgia, came in, 

started and now you’re a first-round pick after three years. When did you know that you wanted to walk this path 

and have this be your journey? 

Really, like eighth grade. I knew I wanted to take football to the next level. So, eighth grade, that’s when I started to see growth 

within my game and really started to take it serious. 

 

It was reported during the pre-draft process that Georgia practiced the 1s against the 1s. Is that accurate? 

Yes sir. 

 



Can you talk about the last couple of years? There’s a lot of guys on defense that went through there that are in 

the NFL now. Do you have any memorable moments, and can you talk about going against some of those guys? 

It's tough. But one thing I remember is as a freshman when I first went in – there’s this thing you call a dog drill, basically one-

on-ones – I had to go against six people that all went first round as a freshman coming in and lost every single rep. It humbled 

me, but I just continued to work, continued to better myself. But like you said, going versus as many people as I can remember, 

Travon [Walker], Azeez [Ojulari], Jermaine Johnson, Adam Anderson, Nolan Smith, you have no choice but to get better going 

against that many first rounders because that's what it is. It’s iron sharpening iron every day. 

 

Follow-up: Did that take a little getting over, that 0-for-6? 

Man, I’m still feeling that to this day. 

 

Follow-up: Are you looking to have some payback against some of them? 

Oh yeah. Oh yeah, I’ve got to get my payback. 

 

It would have been easier to take the easy route and go somewhere else, maybe step in and start right away. What 

kept you there and what is it about your personality that wanted to keep fighting? 

That wasn't the reason I went to Georgia, you know? I knew it was going to be tough going in as a freshman, but I wanted to be 

a part of the building process. Georgia was on the uprise, so I just wanted to be able to be a part of something bigger than me. I 

feel like Georgia was the best fit for me. They had coaches that were able to help me improve my game, on and off the field. So, 

I just felt like that was the best fit. I didn't feel like that anywhere else I visited. I just decided to stick it out and it worked out for 

the best. 

 

You’re still a young guy. College guys have opportunities now that they didn’t five years ago if they want to stay. 

What was your thought process in turning pro? You guys have it going down there. 

I just felt like my job was finished at the University of Georgia. Two national championships, SEC championship, All-SEC ... I felt 

like I did all I could there. I felt like there was nothing left for me to do there. So, it was time for me to move on to bigger and 

better things. 

 

When you started last season, did you think the opportunity next spring would be there? Mike T[omlin] was 

talking about how the guys last year were talking you up, saying you were the guy to watch in next year’s draft. 

Was the plan for last year to be your last ride, or did something happen during the course of the season that made 

you think you could excel to the next level? 

It was more so throughout the course of this season. Last year, I really wasn't thinking about that. I had just started playing for 

real. So, that wasn't really going through my head at the time. I was just trying to better myself as a person and continue to level 

up my game. It really was throughout the course of this season when I really started to think about the decision to declare, and 

we made it to this point. 

  

How did you decide on 77? Does that have any meaning to you? 

Yeah, my roommate from the University of Georgia, he wore 77. Devin Willock, the one that passed away in the crash. They told 

me the number was available, and I just wanted to show my respect by taking that number and letting him live through me. 

  



I was reading that you’re really close with your family and you guys are really tight knit. What was that moment 

like when you got the phone call that the Steelers traded up to draft you? Can you walk us through those 

emotions? 

It was a big moment. Very emotional. Before my mom even heard my name called on the TV, she was crying because she knew I 

was on the phone with Coach. It was just an amazing feeling. Just having everybody there, my whole support system. I can't even 

put it into words, the emotions that I was feeling going through my head at the time. Just sitting there with them, talking to 

Coach, was too much at once for me. So, I just had to sit back, take a breath, just enjoy the moment. 

 

Did you know it was the Steelers calling you? There have been stories of people having their phone on do not 

disturb, or a spam call, or whatever. Did you know? 

I’m not going to lie to you. I’m sitting there, I heard my phone ring, I didn’t even look at it. I just answered it. I didn’t even see 

who was calling. I just picked it up. 

 

Follow-up: When did you realize it was the Steelers? 

When Coach said his name, I said, ‘Oh, yes.’ 

 

Who have been some of the most impactful people in your life that helped you reach this point? 

My mom. She does a lot for my family. So, just being able to watch her and see what she did for us growing up. She sacrificed a 

lot, so I just want to be able to give back and show my gratitude and my thanks to her. 

 

When you look back at everything you’ve done in your football career to get you to this point, what are you the 

most proud of? 

Most proud of? Probably the way I play. Coming in as a freshman at the University of Georgia, I didn't play like I play now with 

the physicality, with the toughness. So, that's probably my biggest accomplishment, just being able to play with that edge, that 

physicality, that dominance. 

 

Follow-up: How did you develop that? 

Just the University of Georgia. The way we practice, the way we get after every day. You have no choice but to practice like that, 

because if not, you're going to be on the sidelines somewhere watching practice and not in practice. I'd rather tough it out, the 

little bumps and bruises, and continue to fight through and push through because that's the only way the team is going to get 

better. That's the only way I'm going to get better at the end of the day. 

 

Does it matter where you play? Do you feel more comfortable on one side or the other? 

I play wherever the team needs me to play. 

 

I understand you have some interesting hobbies. Dirt bike riding, you like snakes... How did you get involved with 

those kinds of things? 

My friend had a snake. It was back in high school, which freaked me out at first just like everybody else in the room. But once I 

got used to being around him and his pet snake, I just decided to get one on my own. 

 

Follow-up: Do you just have one? 

No, I’ve got two now. 

 

Follow-up: What are their names? 

Pablo and Piper.  



 

Follow-up: Did they come with you on this visit? 

No, Coach told me to leave the snakes at home. 

 

What do you feel like you learned over those last two runs to the national championship about what it takes for 

an organization to be great at that level and not just about football, but all the other things? 

Just playing with an edge, really. At the end of the day that’s what it is. To be the best, you’ve got to beat the best. Nobody plays 

as physical as us. Nobody was running the ball like us. Nobody was taking shots down the field like us. You’ve just got to be able 

to play dominant. You’ve got to play physical. You’ve got to play tough. You’ve got to thug it out at the end of the day. That's the 

only way you go in. So that's really what I learned from the University of Georgia. 

 

You spent a year behind Jamaree [Salyer] at Georgia and he was drafted last year. How much of an influence was 

he while you two were at Georgia together? Was he much of a help at all throughout this draft process, knowing 

that he went through this last year? 

Man, he was a big help. When I first got there, he took me in all the way till the time he left. I still talk to him to this day. He 

congratulated me last night, and I talked to him. So, just being able to sit back behind him and just soak up all the knowledge 

was a big blessing for me, because he taught me a lot. I can say he helped me in many different ways. 

 

Follow-up: What’s he told you so far about being a pro or these first few steps into being a rookie? 

We really haven’t talked about it much. That conversation hasn’t come up, but one day it will soon. 

 

You said you started taking it really seriously in eighth grade. What makes you love football? What made you want 

to keep yourself dedicated to it, committed in the weight room and everything? 

Just the bonds that I was able to build really. The brotherhoods I was able to be a part of. It was something different. That's a 

lifelong journey right there. Just being able to have those people around you who can help better you within your life on and off 

the field, like the Nolan Smiths. Nolan’s the type of person I want to have in my wedding as the best man. He’s that type of person. 

So, just building those bonds and those relationships really. 

 

I know you just got here, but have any players reached out from the Steelers yet? 

Yeah, a couple reached out. Kenny [Pickett], Najee [Harris], Cam [Heyward], a lot of different players. Too many to name. Just 

thanking me, congratulating me, telling me it’s time to work now. I’m ready to get here and get started on my new journey and 

see what the future holds. 

 

You were a pretty good basketball player as well. How do you feel that sport helped your skillset and when did 

you realize that football would be the path to professional sports? 

I feel like basketball helped a lot, just with footwork, with foot speed, hand-eye coordination, a whole bunch of different things. 

But I always knew it was going to be football when I stopped growing. I just played basketball to stay in shape, but I always knew 

it was going to be football. I always loved football, but basketball, I can say it helped my game a lot. 

 

Follow-up: Have you stopped growing? 

I wouldn’t say I stopped, but it slowed down. It slowed down on me. I knew I wasn’t going to be 6-foot-9, so basketball had to 

come to a halt. 

 



I know part of the welcome to Pittsburgh was seeing the Franco Harris statue and everything. Did you know a lot 

about Franco before you saw the statue? Did you know that was going to be part of the introduction to the city at 

the airport? 

I actually saw it when I came on my 30 visit. I really didn't know much but just being able to take pictures with my fans, my 

family, was a big deal because it means a lot to this city. I'm a part of this city now, so you know it means something to me, too. 

 

Is your family here with you now? 

Yes. 
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General Manager Omar Khan and Head Coach Mike Tomlin – 4.27.23 

 

Opening Statement: 

Omar Khan: As you guys are aware, we traded up and acquired Broderick Jones. As late as this afternoon, we've been going 

through detailed strategy meetings, and Broderick was a player we identified would be a great addition to our team. When we 

saw how the Draft was going and he was still sitting there, we started making some phone calls to see if there was an opportunity 

to trade up and get him and fortunately, we were able to make that trade with New England.  

 

Really excited. I think he's going to be a really great Steeler for a long time. I love his athleticism. Love the upside with him. We 

got off the phone with him, talked to him and he was really excited.  

 

With that, I'll open it to any questions. We've got more business to do in the draft room here, so fire away. 

 

How did you know to wait for pick 14 to come along?  

Omar Khan: It's just part of the process. You just make phone calls, and you get a feel for what people are willing to do. Some 

people, some clubs are a no; other clubs are a maybe. You just stay close to the phone and stay in contact with the clubs that 

might be interested. And it just so happened that with New England, it worked out. 

 

Talk about left versus right, and what he can do and what impact it might have on your existing offensive line? 

Omar Khan: I'll let Coach speak to that, but I'll just say, hey, our job is to bring in competition. And I would say that by the time 

we get to the opening game, the best five offensive lineman will play, and we'll see. That’s Coach [Mike Tomlin]'s area. See how 

it shakes out.  

 

Mike Tomlin: He's a really talented guy. We were excited about him, really, at every step of the process. We had dinner with 

him the night before the Pro Day. Had a chance to spend time with him in his environment.  

 

It was interesting, I was in Athens a year ago and took a group of his former teammates out 12 months ago, and I said, give me 

a name that we're going to be back for in 12 months. And universally, Broderick's name was the guy's name that we got 12 

months ago. That was the first time I really heard his name.  

 

In investigating, I see why they held him in such high regard. He's a really good player right now. But the upside is tremendous. 

He's a Diaper Dandy. We're excited about getting him in the fold and teaching him and letting him sort himself out.  

 



In terms of the division of labor and who is going to do what, those things will be decided in the team developmental process 

but make no mistake, we are excited about having a young man of his talent. 

 

Is it a case of playing the board; if you knew you wanted him, and if he wasn't going to be there at 17?  

Mike Tomlin: The scenarios are countless. We had a high level of preparedness. Obviously, we were not willing to mortgage 

anything above a third-day pick. He got within range. There had been a run at his position. There were some teams potentially 

in front us that may have had an interest in the position. It was a player that we coveted, and so we did what we needed to do to 

secure the player that we identified.  

 

Omar Khan: The value was right for us for the trade. 

 

You have a reputation of being aggressive over these last 12 months. Do you like that?  

Omar Khan: I don't know if I'd call myself aggressive. I'm just trying to win a Super Bowl. That's what I'm trying to do.  

 

Mike Tomlin: He's aggressive. 

 

If you look at who got picked the next couple selections thereafter, a lot of the teams that went next were kind of 

looking at the same positions and maybe the same players. Did that make the negotiations a little muddy? How 

did you navigate that?  

Omar Khan: We were prepared with clubs in front of us and behind us, and what their needs are, and it just sort of worked out. 

It was more about us, really, wanting the player; and we found somebody that was willing to trade for and at the value that we 

were comfortable with. 

 

Trading for a tackle, what does that say about the investment you guys are making in your two first-round picks 

in Kenny [Pickett] last year and Najee [Harris] the year before?  

Mike Tomlin: We are just trying to build a quality football team. We are not trying to make statements. 

 

Do you feel his limits are just starting to scratch the surface?  

Mike Tomlin: He's got big-time upside, but I also say that he's a really good player right now. 

 

You always talk about meeting with guys at those pro day dinners, like Cam Sutton. What did you learn about 

Broderick in that environment and what makes him tick?  

Mike Tomlin: He's got a competitor's mentality. He's wired right for this line of work. He's got a desire to be great. He's highly 

competitive. There's a reason why he put himself in that environment. He's been part of a winner. He understands that we are in 

the winning business. He values that. He's experienced that.  

 

Sometimes you can't really value that unless you've been a part of it, and obviously the run that university has been on with their 

football program, they have won about as much as you can win over the time he spent playing a significant role for them. 

  

Your offensive line is one of the most improved units, and yet you've paid attention to bringing in some new faces. 

What's the thought process?  

Mike Tomlin: We are just trying to improve our football team. 

 

You had spoken about his upside. What intangibles or leadership qualities did you find in Broderick?  



Mike Tomlin: We are not necessarily looking for leadership qualities in a third-year junior. We believe that's potentially in his 

future. But those guys, man, we like them for their physical pedigree, the things that they can do and the overall trajectory of 

their game and their lives. So, he's an exciting guy. The leadership component of it will develop, I'm sure, with time. 

 

On the phone, he said he left here and felt like Pittsburgh was home. Could you guys feel that from him as well?  

Omar Khan: Yeah, we’ve spent a lot of time with him. We met with him at Indy. We flew down to Georgia. Had dinner with him 

along with several of his teammates. So, we got the opportunity to watch him interact and how he was with them and then 

spent a great deal of time with him the day of the Pro Day, and then we brought him in for a visit.  

 

I think you guys can ask him here, I don't know if you guys had a chance to talk to him yet, but he's extremely excited. He felt at 

home here I think when he left. 

 

Who did he say to keep an eye on for next year?  

Mike Tomlin: I'll keep that under my cap, but nice try. You're always working. 

 

Are you guys done for today?  

Omar Khan: We'll see.  

 

Mike Tomlin: We're still open for business. I think it's just prudent to be. Man, this is a quality draft. We have to get back in the 

back. 

 

We talked to him, and he used the phrase physical, fast and dominant; those are adjectives he used to describe 

himself. Was there a particular moment in games where those adjectives stood out to you, a game or a play that 

encapsulated those descriptions?  

Omar Khan: I think he was consistent in all those areas. He's a national champion, two-time national champion, and he just 

kept growing from the first game he started. We pretty much watched every game he's played, and I think it's all that, and more. 

 

Do you think with the history with George Pickens, it might develop an automatic synergy that will embed itself 

with the offense?  

Omar Khan: Obviously they know each other, and George is a great player, and we feel great about Broderick and we'll see 

where that relationship goes. But I know they know each other and held each other in a high regard. 

 

Was this a surprising first round, a bunch of different moves? How difficult was it to do business? What was it like 

for you, a hectic couple hours?  

Omar Khan: Yeah, it was exciting, let me put it that way.  

 

You know, there were a lot of, I think everyone that was watching the Draft would probably say there were several moves that 

were probably unexpected and surprises, and we see these moves pretty much at the same time everybody else does. It was an 

interesting time. We are just really excited we were able to move up and make that trade. 

 

What's it like working with the Patriots?  

Omar Khan: It was great today. It was good. We got a deal done. Win-win. You know, just excited. We got Broderick Jones, it's 

exciting. 
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Joey Porter Jr. 

Cornerback 

Penn State 

6-2, 193 

Bakersfield, Calif. 

North Allegheny High School 

2nd Round – 32nd Overall 

 

CAREER 

Registered school-record six pass breakups at Purdue in 2022, which tied a then-Big Ten record for a single game with 

Michigan’s Jourdan Lewis (vs. Michigan State, 2015) and Minnesota’s Michael Carter (vs. Purdue, 2012) ... the six 

breakups were tied for the second-most in an FBS game this in ’22. 

 

HONORS & AWARDS 

 Named 2022 All-American second team by the AFCA, Associated Press, FWAA, Walter Camp Football 

Foundation and CBS Sports 

 Named 2022 All-Big Ten first team by the coaches and media 

 Tabbed 2022 Associated Press All-Big Ten first team 

 Named 2022 Pro Football Focus All-Big Ten second team 

 Earned the team's 2022 Most Valuable Defensive Player 

 2022 Jim Thorpe Award, Chuck Bednarik Award and Lott IMPACT Trophy semifinalist 

 Earned the 2022 Bednarik Award National Player of the Week (Sept. 6) 

 Named 2021 All-Big Ten third team by the coaches and honorable mention by the media 

 Earned 2021 All-Big Ten third team honors from the media and honorable mention from the coaches 

 Named Big Ten Freshman of the Week (Dec. 7) 

 

2022 SEASON 

Started 10 games at cornerback ... Registered 27 tackles (21 solo), 11 pass breakups and a fumble recovery ... Named 

the coaching staff’s Defensive Player of the Game at Purdue (Sept. 1) ... Did not allow a TD in coverage all season. 

 

2021 SEASON 

Registered 13 starts at cornerback ... Recorded 51 tackles (40 solo), one forced fumble, one interception and four pass 

breakups ... Named the Coaching Staff’s Defensive Player of the Week following the Auburn game (Sept. 18). 

 

2020 SEASON 

Appeared and started in eight games ... One of 14 players to make their first career start ... Registered 33 tackles on the 

season (24 solo) to go along with two tackles for loss, one sack and four pass breakups. 

 

2019 SEASON 

Redshirt season ... Appeared in four games ... One of 29 players to make their collegiate debut ... One of 19 true 

freshmen to play. 
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HIGH SCHOOL 

Two-time letterman for head coach Art Walker at North Allegheny High School and played at Cardinal Wuerl North 

Catholic for two seasons ... Team captain as a senior ... Guided the Tigers to a 10-1 record and a Quad County Conference 

Class 6A title as a senior ... Selected as a Terrific Ten finalist for the 2018 Mr. Football Big School (Classes 4A-6A) Award 

... Named All-USA Pennsylvania Football Team first team by USA Today in 2018 ... Chosen Pennsylvania Football Writers 

first-team Class 6A All-State as a senior ... Selected first-team Big 56 all-conference as a senior ... Registered 22 tackles 

with three interceptions and four passes defended as a senior ... Grabbed 11 receptions for 186 yards and three 

touchdowns in 2018 ... Had 26 tackles, seven interceptions and three pass breakups as a junior ... Rated a four-star 

prospect by 247Sports and ESPN and a three-star recruit by Rivals ... Rated as the No. 234 overall recruit, No. 24 

cornerback and No. 4 prospect in Pennsylvania by 247Sports ... Ranked as the No. 281 overall prospect, No. 19 safety, 

No. 30 player in the region and No. 2 recruit in Pennsylvania by ESPN ... Ranked No. 52 cornerback and No. 11 prospect 

in Pennsylvania by Rivals ... Lettered in track & field four times. 

 

PERSONAL 

Full name is Joey Eugene Porter Jr. ... Son of Christy and Joey Porter Sr. ... Has two brothers, Jacob and Willie, and two 

sisters, Jayla and Jasmine ... Father, Joey Sr., was the outside linebackers coach for the NFL’s Pittsburgh Steelers (2015-

18) ... Father played football at Colorado State (1995-99) and played 13 seasons for the NFL’s Pittsburgh Steelers, Miami 

Dolphins and Arizona Cardinals ... Cousin, Jason Gildon, played football at Oklahoma State (1990-94) and played 10 

years for the Steelers and one season for the Jacksonville Jaguars ... Cousin, Larry Birdine Jr., played football at 

Oklahoma State and three seasons in the NFL ... Cousin, Sheldon Croney Jr., currently plays football at Iowa State ... 

Hobbies include playing video games ... Has volunteered feeding the homeless and at special needs activity day ... Plans 

to take over his mother’s business, The Jasmine Nyree Day Center, working with autistic children after his NFL career. 

 

CAREER INTERCEPTION STATISTICS 

YEAR GP GS NO YDS TD Long AVG/R AVG/G 

2019 4 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 

2020 8 8 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 

2021 13 13 1 1 0 1 1.0 0.1 

2022 10 10 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 

Total 35 31 1 1 0 1 1.0 0.0 

 

CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 

YEAR GP GS SOLO AST TOT TFL-YDS SACKS-YDS INT PBU FF FR BLK 

2019 4 0 2 1 3 0-0 0-0 0 1 0 0 0 

2020 8 8 24 9 13 2-16 1-8 0 4 0 0 0 

2021 13 13 40 11 51 0-0 0-0 1 4 1 0 0 

2022 10 10 21 6 27 0-0 0-0 0 11 0 1 0 

Total 35 31 87 27 94 2-16 1-8 1 20 1 1 0 
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Joey Porter Jr. Press Conference Transcript 

 

Opening Statement: 

I just want to thank the Rooney family, Coach [Mike] Tomlin and the whole organization for picking me and trusting me to put 

on for Steeler Nation. I’m here and I’m ready. 

 

It has to be really exciting for you to play here, your hometown team where your dad played. 

I mean, yeah, this is something that was always in the back of my mind, and even my family’s mind, what if I end up in Pittsburgh? 

So now that I'm here, we're just trying to figure out where I'm going to live now. So, it's a good feeling to have. 

 

You were connected to the Steelers throughout the entire process. What was it like tonight when you got the call? 

It was great. Last night, I was mad. I had the edge on me. This is a perfect way to end my day right here. I just forgot all about 

last night and shoot, I'm ready. I got a chip on my shoulder. I'm trying to prove myself. 

 

Going in the second round, does that add a little bit of juice coming in here to prove yourself? 

Definitely, definitely. It adds a little more fuel to the fire, and that just gives me even greater reason to go out and put on for 

Steeler Nation and my pops and everything. 

 

Follow-up: Is that why you didn’t stay in Kansas City? 

Yeah, I was a little upset. But also, I'm not going to put on the same suit twice. I'm not going to do that. So, I'm going to go home 

and relax with the family. 

 

There’s so much talk about you following in your dad’s footsteps, but what excites you the most about being able 

to write your legacy? 

It’s going to be my flavor to it. It's me. It's not him. He understands that it's my time to shine. He did what he had to do. It’s my 

time right now and I'm going to get the fans’ attention with that, and I'm going to play hard ball. 

 

You know this defense. How do you feel you fit within the scheme? 

This is Steelers defense. This is what we're about. Hard football, we're going to smack you in the mouth. We're going to play 

aggressive, and I feel like that fits my game style. I’m going to get in your face, I'm going to talk a little trash, but we're going to 

play. 

 



Is this almost a decent way for this to have happened? Now you’ve come here as their second pick. The stuff about 

only being here because you’re Joey [Porter Sr.]’s son, that’s dented now, isn’t it? They went up and got another 

guy and they still wanted you anyways. Does that help? 

Yeah, yeah, definitely helped the narrative. Definitely. I'm just blessed to be here. That chip on my shoulder is going to last and 

I'm going to prove myself that I feel like I'm that guy. I feel like I was CB1 that year, and we're going to see this year when the 

season starts. 

 

Did it feel different walking through here? You’ve been here obviously numerous times. Coming through here as 

the Steelers draft pick, does it feel different at all yet? 

No, it’s like a stroll in the park. I kind of already knew everything about this facility. I’m just giddy going in there because I know 

it’s time to work. It’s time. It’s business. 

 

You mentioned you talk a lot of trash. Can you compete with your father in that regard? 

Of course. I feel like I can talk a little bit better than him. But yeah, that’s just my competitive edge. 

  

Out at training camp covering guys like Antonio Brown, you’re a 14, 15-year-old kid at the time, what was that 

like and how did that help you? 

I mean, it gave me the utmost confidence. I was going against the best at that time, considerably. So, just to be able to work 

with him and work with the Steelers at that young age, everybody can’t do that. So, I was just really happy to be in that 

moment, soaked it all in and took it with me. 

 

What was today like after the disappointment of last night? Were you expecting this could happen? 

No, I was not expecting it. After last night, I was like, anything could happen with this draft. I kind of had that going into it, but 

there's always that little voice in the back of your head saying maybe the Steelers could draft you. So, when they were on the 

clock, and then the time was winding down, I was like, dang, they might not get me. But then I saw that 412 number pop up, 

and I'm like, okay, yeah, I'm coming home. So, it was great. 

 

Do you remember your dad playing for the Steelers? 

Yeah, definitely. 

 

What did your dad say to you about yesterday and not getting picked, and then what did he say to you today? 

He just said use that as fuel. He knows me, he knows how it gets, so he understands how I'm coming for the season. I’ve got 

something to prove. This just gives me an even greater reason. 

 

You said at the Combine you’re more like your mom, you’re easy going. Now you’re more like your dad.  

Yeah, I'm kind of turnt right now. I’m a little bit mad. But I'm just happy at the same time. So, I don't know how to feel, but I'm 

just happy to be back. 

 

What made you want to drive down here? A lot of guys that get picked do a conference call. They’re usually not 

in the same city as the team that drafts them, but why come down here tonight? 

It was right across the street. It wasn't too far of a drive. We were like, ‘Might as well go see everybody, chill with everybody.’ It 

was a great little reunion. 

 



Were you at your parents’ house watching? 

Yeah, I was. Yeah. 

 

You mentioned bringing your own flavor. How are you going to do that? 

I just feel like I bring a different approach to the game. He was really turnt on and off the field a little bit. He didn’t have the off 

mode a little bit, but I feel like, like I said before that you brought up, I’m like my mom and my dad. It just gives a little spice to 

the gang. 

 

What’s your relationship like with Mike Tomlin, and did he share anything memorable after you were selected? 

I mean, yeah, me and Coach T[omlin] have a great relationship. I'm close with the family. Me and Dino Tomlin are great friends. 

We talk every day, basically. It was business at the end of the day, and that's what he told me. He's like, ‘It's funny, because it's 

kind of like a family thing, but at the end of the day it’s business.’ So every time I walk in here, we’ve got to treat it like 

business, and I'm all about that, and I'm ready. 

 

Along those lines, being drafted by the Steelers brings a lot of excitement, but it brings a lot of expectations for 

you, too. How do you anticipate dealing with it? When things don’t go smoothly or just knowing that you are 

following in some big footsteps. 

I mean, it comes with the game. I didn't do this for no reason. I understand what my dad did and understand his legacy. I'm 

trying to add on to the family legacy. So, there's going to be some ups and downs with that, but I'm ready. 

 

When they traded up to 14, did you know that it wasn’t for you? Did you think it could have been for you? There 

was only one corner who was gone at the time. 

I thought I was coming home at 14. I was like, okay, this is the jump. I heard talks about the Patriots. It was all kind of stuff on 

the news and in social media about where I was going, where everybody was going. So, when they made that trade, I was like, 

I could possibly be going home right here. Then they did their pick, and it is what it is. 

 

You’re probably the biggest corner they’ve had here since Mel Blount. Have you ever talked to Mel, met him or 

anything like that? 

No, but I wish I would. 

 

Has it hit you yet? Has it sunken in? 

Yeah, definitely. I'm all in the Steelers gear. It’s crazy. 

 

You were talking on a podcast with Patrick Peterson about the possibility of this. What do you imagine you’ll be 

able to gather and benefit from his leadership and his experience? 

I mean, he's a Hall of Fame cornerback, so I'm just glad to be paired with him and get to soak as much up as I can. He did a lot 

with this sport, and I'm just happy to be paired with him. 

 

You talked about your dad’s legacy and obviously he’s given a lot back to this community. What does all that 

mean to you to be able to continue that here in the same city? 

I mean, it means everything to me. It makes it easier for me and my mom and really the whole family to do what we always do 

and just keep pushing with that foundation.  



What was your dad’s reaction? Did he give you any advice? 

I mean, he was excited. He was probably louder than me a little bit. But he was ready. He said you just go in with that chip on 

your shoulder. You know you’re pissed off a little bit, but they’ll know, too. 

 

Talk a little bit about your journey coming up through Pittsburgh and the people who helped you get to this 

point. Of course, your dad, people like your conditioning coach Sean McCaskill and some others who helped you 

and your growth and maturation to get to this point. 

I mean, they're all excited for me. They're happy for me. They're all outside. Even Sean McCaskill, my DB trainer. This is a great 

moment. Everybody’s happy I'm staying at home and I'm just excited to be with Steeler Nation and just kick this thing off. 
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Teryl Austin Press Conference Transcript 

 

Opening Statement:  

Excited to get Joey [Porter Jr.]. We knew we wanted a young cornerback. He’s got a lot of great attributes. Size, length, 

competitive, tough. Really good. Really glad we were able to get him to come in and contribute to our team. We’re looking 

forward to him coming in, competing and having an opportunity to help us win games this year. There’s no red shirts, none of 

that stuff. Hopefully, when he gets here, we’ll get right to work.  

 

Did you ever think he would be there at 32? Why do you think he fell a little?  

You never know, the Draft is a crazy thing. So, you don’t know how it falls. I think when you saw the quarterbacks go, a lot of 

people were saying, ‘Hey, these are the top two corners.’ And the other one didn’t go until 17th or 18th. You thought, ‘Hey, 

there’s going to be some really good players here at 32.’ We were fortunate it was him.  

 

How important was it to get an outside corner? 

I think it was very important. I really loved the way our guys competed last year. We led the league in interceptions. But we were 

probably in the bottom five in terms of big plays. So, we wanted to make sure we got some competition, some help out there, so 

that we can eliminate those things.  

 

Is it your plan, right now, for him to come in and start day one?  

Well, no. Everybody is going to have to earn it. But he is going to have every opportunity to get in there and show us what he can 

do.  

 

What do you see from Joey’s skillset? He only had one interception in his career in college. But what do you see 

from him that leads you to believe that he can produce more at the next level?  

Well, when you look at him, he’s tall. He’s strong. He’s long. He gets his hands on receivers. He’s a big target to throw over. I 

remember, a long time ago when I was in Seattle, we had signed Bobby Taylor and Matt Hasselbeck would throw some balls 

toward him in practice. And he goes, ‘I know I think I can get it there but he’s just so long that it makes you pause.’ I think that is 

something with quarterbacks. That length is an issue, because he does have a big radius to be able to get back to a ball that he 

may look like he’s out of position on. I think he’s got a lot of really good NFL traits. We know the issue in terms of lack of ball 

production, but that’s something that you can work on. As long as he’s doing all the other things he does well, we’ll be glad with 

him.  

 



Obviously, he’s someone who has a lot of familiarity with people in the building and vice versa. How much does 

that help him in his transition? Just being around here and growing up here?  

It’s more, not the people in the building or his dad, he’s basically coming home. A lot of young guys are going to a new city. They 

have to learn a new way to live. This stuff, he all knows. That’s less stress to a young guy coming in, so he can really concentrate 

more on the football part of it.  

 

Sometimes you worry about their agility or quickness. He didn’t time in the three-cone. Were you worried about 

him?  

No. The one thing I’ve learned in my time in this League, those big guys are going to look different than the little guys. They may 

not look as fast or maybe sometimes not even move as fast, but they cover more ground. When I’ve had the taller corners, 

sometimes it doesn’t look the same, but boy the job gets done the same. He may not move as fast as a smaller guy in terms of 

lateral movement but the ground he covers is going to be bigger and better. So that’s what I looked at and I have no reservations 

about that part of his game.  

 

I know sometimes it can be made into a big deal when you have a rookie come in and there’s a guy like Patrick 

Peterson there to have that mentor role. What excites you about the two of them working together this coming 

season?  

Just what you said. I think that’s really good. I remember, when I first got to Detroit, Darius Slay was going into his second year 

and Rashean Mathis was a veteran corner. That dynamic was outstanding for both of them. The young guy keeps the older guy 

loose, and the older guy gives his knowledge to the young guy. If the young guy is willing to take it, there’s a great dynamic there 

and I think we can get that same type of dynamic because everybody knows the type of guy Pat P[eterson] is and Joey is a great 

young man. I think those two guys working together along with the other guys in our room and Grady [Brown] and everybody is 

going to be good. He’s going to be in an environment that gives him an opportunity to succeed.  

 

That natural extra attention with him being Joey [Porter Sr.]’s son, the Penn State guy, the local guy. In a way, is 

that mitigated some by him being a second rounder as opposed to trading up at 14 or getting him at 17 when 

you’ve got another good player already and you gave other teams a chance to get him?  

I don’t think so. I don’t worry about that. Most of the guys don’t worry about that. They just worry about coming in and 

competing. I don’t think that pressure would be any different no matter where he went. Whether we traded up, took him at 17 

or got him when we got him. I think that pressure is the same for players to come in and perform. I don’t think it would be 

anything added.  

 

What about his demeanor not only before, but going through the draft process and evaluating him tells you in his 

demeaner that he can handle that pressure?  

I think the big thing with him was it was always that he knew what he had to do, and it wasn’t because of who his dad was and 

why people were coming in. They were coming in to see him because he was a good player. And I think he understood that right 

from the beginning and he handled it like a true professional, like what you want to see these guys do when they go through this 

process and that’s part of the process. Seeing how the guys handle things. How do they react when the coaches are in? One of 

the things we do when we go in the buildings, and we go to workouts, we always talk to other people in the building. How is he 

around other people? There wasn’t a bad word to be said about the young man. And so, we feel really, really comfortable in terms 

of that.  

  

You mentioned Patrick Peterson, getting him and Joey, how has that changed the dynamic of that position and 

your defense? 



I don’t know what it’s going to do until we get him in the building. All I know is we’ve added another piece we think is a talented 

piece and we will kind of figure that out as we go. Maybe in Latrobe, I’ll have a little better answer for you, how’s that?  

  

You mentioned his competitiveness, how has that manifested so far for you? 

Well, I think when you watch a guy that competes there’s going to be times that things happen out there that aren’t the best, 

but you always watch him and he’s continuing to scrap. The energy level doesn’t change, the way he plays the game doesn’t 

change and you like the guys that have that type of mentality when they play because there is going to be a lot of things. There’s 

going to be ebbs and flows in the games, but he doesn’t allow that to affect him. He plays the game from start to finish the way 

you’re supposed to. 

  

Do you think there was a lot of interest in moving up to that 32nd pick? What were some of the discussions like in 

the room about a possible trade and what made you ultimately decide to stick to the pick? 

That is above my pay grade, and we picked that guy, so I have no answer for you there.  

  

Joey was obviously very gregarious and a trash talker. What would you say about his personality? Is he like his 

dad, is he not like his dad? And what drew him to you as a person? 

That would be hard, to live up to your dad’s trash talking. Joey’s as good as there ever was. But he’s his own person, really 

attentive. My interactions with him, I know I was up there with the Pro Day and had a good chance, I was kind of running it a 

little bit and sticking my nose in there because I wanted to be involved and see how he was. A really good listener, going to ask 

the right questions and do what you ask him to do because he wants to be good, he wants to excel. And so, I don’t know if he’ll 

be a big trash talker, I don’t really care about that, all I care about is how does he play on Sundays, and I think he’s setting himself 

up to give himself an opportunity to be a good player.  

 

Does his skill set match with the way you guys like to play press with the ability he has shown? 

I think it does. One of the things we always do is we look at guys and we want to know, ‘Hey, how do they play in the press?’ 

Because we are going to play man and you guys know that, but we are also going to play some zone and we are also going to ask 

these guys to tackle some big backs in our division. He’s got that ability to do all of those things. When you start looking at skill 

sets, I felt really comfortable with what he brought to the table for us, and we were good there. 

 

Was he seriously considered at 17 if you weren’t able to trade up? 

Like I said, that is above my pay grade. You’ll have to go down and talk to Omar [Khan] and Mike [Tomlin] about all that stuff. 

Those are behind closed doors meetings, and they call me when it happens. 

 

Who’s the last press-man corner you have had to this degree? 

Again, Slay with press man, he was really good. It’s been a while since we’ve run into a big, long guy. I had Bobby Taylor at the 

end of his career. Bobby was a guy who could get his hands on you and disrupt you, but it’s been a while. You don’t see guys his 

size. Jimmy Smith in Baltimore, we drafted Jimmy. Jimmy was 6-foot-2, just a shade smaller, but he was a press guy as well. 

 

This has really been Pittsburgh’s tradition, hasn’t it? 

I think so, when you watch Ike Taylor who’s been around, you saw him press on the back side quite a bit. Ike Taylor would be in 

the 3x1 sets, he would be alone on the back side, and he was able to handle that. I think when you have that dynamic, if you can 

get that type of guy, it really does help you. When you get a guy that can maybe make it so difficult for the other people, you can 

maybe kick some coverage do some other things coverage wise to help others. 

 



With all the corners that were coming down overnight with Porter still on the board at 32, were you anxious, were 

you nervous, were you excited? What were your emotions waiting until this decision was made to go get him? 

I don’t, because I just think the way it’s going to shake out is the way it’s going to shake out, and whoever it was, it was going to 

be a Pittsburgh Steeler at 32. We were going to welcome him with open arms and do our best to coach him and help him become 

the best player he can be. Now, it happens that it is Joey and that’s great, but I really don’t get anxious at those things. I just kind 

of understand that whoever we bring in here at 32, we anticipate that guy is going to help us win games and going to be a good 

Pittsburgh Steeler. 

 

He's a guy who has been around pros since he was a kid. Has that been reflected in his demeanor, just anything 

intangible wise that you noticed? 

I think that may be why, again, when I was there, the feeling I got when interacting with him that he has been around and 

understood that this an important part of his day and important part of his interview process and how to handle it. It’s the same 

thing, you talk to guys about how to handle themselves, I know he didn’t do anything at the Combine, but there’s other things 

that go on and how he handled himself. I think that is something he probably knew and understood because it’s a different thing 

not everyone has a chance to experience, but he did. 
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Keeanu Benton 

Defensive Tackle 

Wisconsin 

6-4, 309 

Janesville, Wisc. 

Craig High School 

2nd Round – 49th Overall 

 

HONORS & AWARDS 

 2022 All-Big Ten third team (coaches) 

 2021 All-Big Ten second team (coaches) 

 2021 All-Big Ten honorable mention (media) 

 

2022 SEASON 

Played and started all 12 regular season games at nose tackle ... Registered 36 tackles, 10.0 TFLs and 4.5 sacks ... Totaled 

five tackles, three solo, at Ohio State ... Recorded 2.0 sacks vs. Illinois ... Registered four tackles and recorded a sack vs. 

Maryland ... Logged another sack, and four solo tackles, at Nebraska ... Totaled 7.0 TFLs over the season’s final four 

games. 

 

2021 SEASON 

Started all 13 games at nose tackle ... Recorded 25 tackles, 5.0 tackles for loss and 2.5 sacks ... Forced two fumbles and 

broke up two passes ... Registered a career-high six tackles with 2.0 sacks at Minnesota ... Recorded three tackles and a 

TFL in win at Purdue. 

 

2020 SEASON 

Played in seven games (five starts) at nose tackle ... Recorded nine tackles and forced two fumbles ... Registered season-

high four tackles and a forced fumble in the season opener vs. Illinois. 

 

2019 SEASON 

Played in 13 games (six starts) at nose tackle ... Recorded 12 tackles, including 4.0 TFLs and 2.0 sacks ... Logged two 

quarterback hurries ... Made Badgers debut in season opener vs. South Florida, recording two tackles and 1.0 TFL ... 

Registered 1.0 TFL in first start vs. Central Michigan ... Logged career-high three tackles and first career sack at Ohio 

State ... Recorded 1.0 sack vs. Ohio State in Big Ten Football Championship Game. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 

Three-star recruit by 247 Sports, ESPN and Rivals ... First-team All-State by Associated Press as a senior ... All-Region 

and All-Big Eight Conference as a senior ... Named Janesville Gazette All-Area Player of the Year ... Finished senior 

season with 75 tackles, 7.0 TFLs, 2.0 sacks and a fumble recovery ... Two-time state qualifier in wrestling, finishing as 

Division 1 runner-up at 285 pounds as a junior with a 48-2 record ... Coach was Adam Bunderson ... Parents are La’Tasha 

Benton and Troy Rodriguez. 
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CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 

YEAR GP GS UT AT TOT TFL-YDS SK-YDS FF FR INT PD 

2019 13 6 8 4 12 4.0-21 2.0-17 0 0 0 0 

2020 7 5 5 4 9 0.0-0 0.0-0 2 0 0 0 

2021 13 13 11 14 25 5.0-17 2.5-13 0 2 0 2 

2022 12 12 20 16 36 10.0-33 4.0-25 0 0 0 2 

Totals 45 36 44 38 82 19.0-71 9.0-55 2 2 0 4 
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Keeanu Benton Conference Call Transcript 

 

What did you like about your visit here? Did you have an idea that the Steelers might take you?  

I did have a little bit of an idea. I felt like it was a place for me and a place where I felt comfortable at. You know, they have T.J. 

Watt there, Isaiahh Loudermilk and Nate Herbig. So, I feel pretty comfortable going in as a rookie with these guys.  

 

From a playing standpoint, why is this the place for you?  

It’s just a place where I can develop my game. I’m not sure where they want me to play at just yet, but I’m just ready to take off 

with my NFL career.  

 

Before your visit here, how much interaction did you have with the Steelers? Did you meet with them at other 

stops?  

I’ve talked to their scouts a couple of times. Just kind of talking to me when I thought about coming out after my third year. After 

I did come out and declare, I pretty much talked to them the most.  

 

It certainly sounds like you know about the Steelers personnel with their Wisconsin connections. What do you 

know, schematically, about their approach up front on the defensive line? Where do you think you’ll fit in best 

there?  

I think I’ll fit in best between the 0 and the 3. I’m just grateful to have the opportunity. I think that they have a kind of similar set 

to us at Wisconsin, and I’m just happy to get it started.  

 

What does it mean to be a Pittsburgh Steeler and how exciting was this moment for you and your family?  

It’s awesome. I feel like it’s just something that I’ve been waiting on my whole life, to be an NFL player. The Steelers, there’s 

never been a bad taste in my mouth with anything. The Steelers have been a good team since I’ve known about football so I’m 

just happy and blessed to be here.  

 

what do you know about Cam Heyward and what do you think about the idea of working with and playing behind 

a guy like that? 

I think it’s great. It’s going to be awesome working behind a vet who’s been there before and who’s been doing it for as long as 

him, just kind of picking his brain and putting my own little schedule together. Just getting help from the veterans who’ve been 

there and had success at this level.  

 



It sounds like you’ve got a lot of people there. Who were you watching the Draft with and what were their 

reactions when your phone rang?  

Yeah, it was a little nuts in here. My family, my family friends and a couple of teammates from Wisconsin, but we are just here at 

an Airbnb enjoying ourselves.  

  

How would you describe your playing style and from the feedback you’ve gotten from NFL teams, what do you feel 

like you’ll need to improve to reach that next level? 

I feel like I’ve got a lot of strengths. I feel like my run game is mainly the big thing that a lot of people see. But I feel like in 

Pittsburgh, I can develop into a great pass rusher. Like I said, kind of get notes from Coach [Karl] Dunbar, who’s a great coach, 

and Cam Heyward. 

  

At what point did you feel this was all starting to come together for you and that you could legitimately play in 

the NFL? 

I would say after my freshman year. It was always something I knew I could achieve just by the way I worked and the progress 

that I’ve made in the past years. It was just an awesome opportunity to play at Wisconsin and let them get to know me, and also 

make connections there so I can be at this point today.  

 

Speaking of connections, you’ll be on the line with T.J. Watt, another Wisconsin product. What do you say about 

that? 

I think it’s awesome. I never got a chance to play with him, but I’m pumped to. 

 

They signed a couple of defensive linemen in free agency, they kept a guy in Larry Ogunjobi, they brought in a 

bunch of offensive linemen. Being bigger, tougher, stronger, upfront in the trenches, was that something they 

expressed to you that’s an agenda around here, and they want you to be a part of it? Was that message sold to 

you? 

Yeah, definitely. Just talking to Coach Tomlin, the main thing I had taken away from that was that he wants goons out there and 

he wants somebody to come out there who’s not afraid to get their nose dirty and I feel like I am that best option for that guy. 

 

This is a division with the Ravens, Bengals and Browns running games. How much do you look forward to those 

matchups and have you seen that level of physicality if you have ever just tuned in as a casual fan? 

I have seen that physicality and I think it’s just something that I have to get used to. I feel like I’ve been doing it for a long enough 

time that when I come in it’s not going to be that big of an adjustment. Just got to continue to keep my body healthy and take 

those steps I need to to become great. 
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Teryl Austin Press Conference Transcript 

 

What intrigues you most about Keeanu Benton? 

He’s a big, strong guy. Really active. Good hands. For a big guy, you’ll see him venture outside the box chasing things down. He’s 

got a good motor. You can see he’s in really good shape. He plays a lot of snaps. Sometimes you’ll watch guys and they’re splitting 

snaps with other guys. He’s an 80 to 85 percent guy. So, he keeps himself in really good shape, really good competitive sphere, 

big strong guy. I like him.  

 

How much did you get to see of him leading up to this during the process and what stood out?  

I had a good chance to see him evaluating film. He came in here for a visit and I had the chance to sit down and talk to him. 

Wonderful guy, it seems like he’s got his stuff together. I know that Denzel [Martin] and Grady [Brown] had an opportunity to 

work with him at the Senior Bowl and they spoke highly of him. So, all the background stuff that we seem to be looking at and 

look for, he passed all those tests.  

 

You said he can play nose and 3, where do you see him starting out here?  

I think we’ll start him probably inside as a nose and see what he can do as a 3 or a 4 for us. He’s a big body but he’s not a two-

down guy. So, he’ll have some chance to be a guy that can play on third-down and do some things in terms of penetrating and 

rushing and all those things. We’ll probably start him inside as a nose and let him grow into it and see what he does. But he’s not 

strictly that.  

 

This is just one of the several additions that you’ve made to the defensive line. How much of a concerted effort 

was there to bolster the trenches? 

You always make sure that you bolster the trenches, as you say, because the games are won up front. The receivers and DBs only 

play as well as the guys in front of them. As far as we look at it, the games are won by the bigs. You have to have depth. It can’t 

just be your front guys. Your front guys get hurt. You’ve got to have some people be able to step up. I think we’ve added really 

good depth, really good competition in both rooms. The offensive line as well, and our defensive line for sure. That’s good for us 

as a team because that makes everybody practice a little harder, play a little harder, get a little better as football players. It’s our 

job to make sure the best players are out there for us.  

 

You have a number of defensive players on the team from the Big Ten, including your last two picks. What is it 

about that conference and the defensive guys that they’re producing? 

When you look at it, I don’t know if we look at the conference. But if you’re looking at it, they’re going to run the ball. You’re 

going to see teams that line up and run the ball. It’s not going to be a finesse football game. You’re going to see guys that have 



to play in different weather, different conditions that are similar to here in Pittsburgh. Sometimes you’ll be picking the unknown, 

not ever having seen a guy play in those type of weather conditions. But you know all those things about guys from the Big Ten. 

So, there’s a comfort level. I don’t know how much that really goes into it but there is obviously something there.  

 

Along those lines, Wisconsin specifically, with the odd-man front, how much easier is it to project what a guy can 

do when he’s already in that scheme at that level?  

Yeah, I think it’s always easier when you see a guy do the things you want. There’s always less of a projection and more of a 

certainty, so to say, about what he can do, and you just hope that he continues to do that and continues to get better at his craft.  

 

Are there more similarities than just the odd-man front with Wisconsin? It seems like every year you guys go back 

to Wisconsin for new people. 

Yeah, I think there are probably some similarities and there’s some good football players. When you look at a lot of those guys, 

they kind of fit a Steeler mold. They’re tough, they’re hard-nosed, blue-collar guys, and you know what you’re getting when you 

get a guy from that school. He’s going to be tough, he’s going to be physical, he’s going to give you everything he has. So, I think 

there is a comfort level, obviously, in that.  

  

How much of a goal or an agenda has it been to build up the depth along the defensive line? Not only with him, 

but the two guys you got in free agency in the past off-season too to get more quality reps when [Larry] Ogunjobi 

and [Cam] Heyward aren’t playing for instance? 

Absolutely, I think again, as I mentioned, you want to make sure you have that quality depth because the games are won up 

front, and I remember a couple years ago when we weren’t very good up front. We got guys hurt and beat up and we weren't 

very good up front. We struggled to stay in games. So, I think it’s a real thing to make sure that we have quality depth, good 

guys, we know who our front-line guys are, who are the guys that are going to be playing a lot of snaps when those guys aren’t 

available. And I think that makes us a better team, makes us a stronger team and I like that. I think everybody likes that.  

  

Mike [Tomlin] was talking about nose tackles earlier this offseason, and how maybe just because teams are 

running the ball more doesn’t necessarily mean it’s more reps for noses because it's run out of pass formations. 

But, when you look in the division, it seemed like Baltimore was running multiple tight ends out there most of 

the time. That game here was sort of lost because the defense couldn’t stop the run at the end of it. Do you feel 

like that was specifically something, maybe just because of the division you guys play in, is more important for 

you than it is for a generic NFL team right now? 

I think that’s part of our identity. It’s important for us. If you’re going to beat Cleveland, you’d better be able to stop [Nick] Chubb, 

if you’re going to beat Baltimore, you’d better be able to stop the run. If you’re going to beat Cincinnati, we know what the 

quarterback and those guys are going to do, but you’d better be able to stop Joe Mixon and those guys from running. So, I think 

it’s important that the first thing you’ve got to do is win in your division, and if you can’t beat the guys in your division, you’re 

going to have a hard time winning it. I’m sure we have those things in mind. We’re getting those big guys up front to make sure 

we can stop the run even if they are running out of pass formations. It doesn’t matter, you still have to lay your hands on people 

and get off blocks and stop those running backs.  

  

Keeanu is a four-year senior at Wisconsin, When you watch the tape of him, does he stand out as a veteran for the 

college level? Do you see anything advanced coming from him? 

I think so. I think when you watch a guy that makes it all the way in four years, you can see his game is a little more polished than 

maybe a young guy. So, you’re going to see his techniques are a little bit more refined. What he sees, how he sees, blocking 

schemes are going to be a little bit better than maybe a younger guy. I think those things show up on tape with him.  

 



There’s not a ton of sack production that Keeanu put up in college, but he did say he got a ton of opportunities to 

pin his ears back and go at the quarterback. What about his move sets specifically gives you that belief that he has 

that pass rusher upside? 

When you watch a guy that is explosive, he is heavy handed, he gets extension on guys, I think when you see those things and 

you see that he can roll his hips, I think [Karl] Dunbar and those guys do a great job of teaching guys rush plans and how to use 

their strengths to become a better rusher. I think he has some of the baseline abilities and that’s what we see, and we are counting 

on him to be a run stopper and get some bonus out of him with being a pass rusher. 

 

From what you have seen over the last four years, will Cam Heyward be a loving, nourishing mentor, or will he be  

tough love, on top of Keeanu mentor in that room? 

He’ll probably be a little bit of both. Cam’s really good. He’ll show him some tough love, but he knows when to put an arm around 

a guy and bring him along with him and I think that’s the neat thing about Cam. He has been in this business a long time. He was 

that guy, 100 years ago, but he was that guy, so he knows what it’s like to be a young guy coming in a room with some really 

veteran players, so he will know when to push him but also know when to put his arm around a guy and say ‘Hey, come on man, 

let’s go.’ 

 

You’ve got guys like that at all three levels with T.J. [Watt], Cam, and [Patrick] Peterson. How much of a luxury is 

that? 

It’s a great thing, and the thing that is really unique is that our guys really like to give back to others in the room. You can’t say 

that everywhere, but I can say that here. I can say that confidently here that those guys want the other guys in that room to play 

well because they know it helps our team. I can’t say enough good things about how our veterans interact with our younger guys 

and what they try to do with them. Again, I have not seen Patrick P[eterson] in that role, but I know how our older guys—I know 

how Joe Haden was with the younger guys in the room and I just see that here. That dynamic in our room and that defensive 

room. 
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Darnell Washington 

Tight End 

Georgia 

6-7, 264 

Las Vegas, NV 

Desert Pines High School 

3rd Round – 93rd Overall 

 

HONORS & AWARDS 

 2022 All-SEC second team 

 

2022 SEASON 

Started 14 of 15 games at tight end ... Caught 28 passes for 454 yards and two TDs ... Had two catches for 33 yards in 

season-opening win over Oregon ... Named a team co-captain for the Kent State and Auburn games ... Caught two 

passes for 33 yards, including a 28-yarder, in win over Samford ... Three catches for 47 yards in win over Florida ... Three 

catches for 64 yards in win at Missouri ... Had a career-high five receptions for 60 yards in win at Mississippi State ... 

Also had his first TD catch of the season in the game ... Had career-high four catches for 78 yards in win over Vanderbilt 

... Had one catch for nine yards in win over Ohio State in the CFP Semifinal Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl ... Had one catch for 

28 yards in the CFP National Championship Game ... Named to the preseason watch list for the John Mackey Award, 

given to the nation's outstanding collegiate tight end. 

 

2021 SEASON 

Played in 11 games (six starts) ... Finished the season with 10 catches for 154 yards (15.4 avg.) ... Saw his first action of 

2021 in win over Arkansas ... Caught his first pass of the season, a 25-yarder, in win at Auburn ... First starting 

assignment came in win over Kentucky ... Caught an 18-yard second-quarter pass vs. Georgia Tech ... Only TD catch of 

the season was a 5-yarder vs. Alabama. 

 

2020 SEASON 

Started seven of Georgia's 10 games at tight end ... Finished season with seven catches for 166 yards ... Season-high 

three catches came in Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl win over Cincinnati and included a season-long 38-yard reception ... 

Season highs of receiving yards (61) came in win at Missouri ... Had one second-quarter reception for 26 yards in season-

opening win at Arkansas ... Had a 33-yard catch in win at Kentucky. 
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HIGH SCHOOL 

Played at Desert Pines High School for head coach Tico Rodriguez ... Selected to play for Team Pressure in the 2020 

Under Armour All-America Game, where he committed to Georgia in front of a national ESPN2 audience ... 

247Sports.com composite five-star prospect ... Ranked as the No. 23 overall prospect nationally, the No. 1 athlete 

nationally and the top prospect in Nevada ... ESPN.com five-star prospect, No. 19 overall prospect nationally, No. 1 tight 

end prospect nationally and No. 1 prospect in Nevada ... PrepStar Magazine five-star prospect, Top 150 Dream Team, 

No. 1 Athlete and ranked No. 13 prospect nationally ... Rivals.com five-star prospect, No. 32 overall prospect nationally, 

No. 2 overall athlete prospect and No. 1 prospect in Nevada ... Honored as the No. 16 prospect nationally in the USA 

Today Chosen 25 in the preseason ... As a senior, helped lead Desert Pines to the No. 3 state ranking, an 11-1 record, 

43.6 points per game and the 2019 NIAA Class 4A state semifinals ... Hauled in 31 catches for 586 receiving yards and 

four TDs his senior season, averaging 18.9 yards per reception ... Also played defensive end for DPHS, notching 15 

tackles, four for loss, and an interception ... Selected to play for Team Driplomats at the 2019 Opening Finals, where he 

threw the top powerball throw (51 feet) on record and caught 17 passes for three TDs in 7-on-7 play ... Recognized with 

the 2018-19 Las Vegas Review Journal Richard Nelson Courage Award for overcoming obstacles to achieve athletic 

success ... Named to the 2018 USA Today All-USA and NIAA All-State Class 4A Second Team offenses following his junior 

season ... Also competed for the Jaguars varsity basketball team, averaging 11 points and 12 rebounds per game as a 

junior. 

 

PERSONAL 

Full name Darnell Ernest Washington ... recipient of the Atlanta Greensboro Football Scholarship. 

 

CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 

YEAR GP GS REC YDS TD LG REC/G AVG/C AVG/G 

2020 10 7 7 166 0 38 0.7 23.7 16.6 

2021 11 6 10 154 1 32 0.9 15.4 14.0 

2022 15 14 28 454 2 34 1.9 16.2 30.3 

Total 36 27 45 774 3 38 1.3 17.2 21.5 
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Darnell Washington Conference Call Transcript 

 

What’s the emotion like right now with everything going on there? How does this feel for you?  

Man, the emotion is crazy. This is a dream come true. Not only that, but it also comes with a perk playing alongside my old 

teammate, George [Pickens], GP. Broderick Jones, we go back to the Under Armour games in high school and now we’ve played 

at Georgia together. It’s hard for me to speak right now just because of how happy I am. Just to be a Steeler, a great franchise. 

Just to become a part of that is amazing. 

 

When you got that call and you saw the 412-area code pop up, what was your reaction? How much of an indication 

did you have that it might have been the Steelers that were going to take you?  

For me, when I saw it, I did take a top 30 there. I just had a special connection when I was there and things like that. As I was 

sitting there, other teams picked these other tight ends and I just started narrowing down my options in my head. I’m not going 

to say I knew it was going to be the Steelers, but I had a good feeling. One of the best feelings in the world was just seeing my 

phone ring.  

 

During any of those conversations that you had with the Steelers, did they talk to you at all about how you might 

be used given that they do have a good tight end here already in Pat Freiermuth? Are you guys going to play 

together a lot? What sort of vibe are you getting in that context? 

It was a quick call, not into details yet but I already know the Steelers have a great tight end room, crazy tight end room at that 

and now they just added another great one in there. I’m not sure how I’m going to be used but any way possible I’m all for it. If 

it starts off with special teams, whatever it may be, whatever it is man, I’m all for it. I just recently came from a great tight end 

room at the University of Georgia. I’m just going to continue to do that and just continue to play my role. 

 

What was it you liked about the visit here? What really stuck out to you? 

Man, it was really just the people in the building. Easiest way to put it, quickest way, and the realest way; the people in the 

building I just had a connection with almost everybody in the building. With that being said, yeah. 

 

  



There are some reports out there that there are some medical red flags for teams, how much did teams look into 

that in the pre-draft process and what were they concerned with? How are you feeling, health wise, at this point? 

I feel great man, something they probably had concern with is probably the knees because I am tall and a bigger guy but, they’re 

talking about some knee swelling. For me, I’ve never had injuries with my knees, knock on wood. I never tore anything in the 

knee. I had surgery on the right one, but it was just to clean some cartilage up. There was no tear, no break, no fracture, no 

nothing. For people to say that, I mean, all the concerns, at the end of the day, it’s just teams taking risks on us players and no 

other teams wanted to take a risk. For me, a great player, and that’s what Pittsburgh got. 

 

It seems like the Steelers made an effort to add tough physical football players who can help them win in the 

trenches, how do you feel like your playing style fits into that? 

Man, that’s crazy that you described my whole playing style with that question, that’s all I do. You surround the offense with 

players like George and Kenny [Pickett] and other players on the team, that’s a Super Bowl, that’s all I got to say. 
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Matt Canada Press Conference Transcript 

 

Opening Statement: 

Obviously, an exciting night. We got two really good players on offense and obviously a bunch of good players for the Steelers on 

both sides. Really excited about the pick we just had [Darnell Washington] and what he can bring to the table, a versatile guy 

that can block. You guys have seen the tape, but how physically he plays and he also does some things after the catch. So, really 

excited about it. I’ll answer any questions you guys have. 

 

His blocking seems to get a lot of attention. What stood out about him in that area? 

It’s all over the tape. He’s a giant human being that takes pride in blocking. He enjoys being a blocker. I think he’s been quoted 

saying he’s a sixth offensive lineman. He understands what his body can do, and I do think he can catch balls. They had so many 

weapons at Georgia and I’m not sure his totals are maybe what you might think they could be. He’s definitely a blocker, and as a 

guy, we obviously formal-ed him and met him there in Indy and we had him back. Just a really, really good person. Likes football, 

likes being physical. Really excited about him. 

 

He said at the Combine that some NFL coaches have been talking to him about playing tackle. 

I mean, we weren't in that group, but I mean, he’s a huge human being. If you guys have met him in person, he's one of those 

guys that when you see a person it's going to be like, ‘He’s bigger than I thought.’ He’s really been blessed in a lot of different 

ways physically. He can block, he can run, and again, he's a really good guy. 

 

Larry Brown here was a tight end way back in the 70s and became a great tackle after he slowed down and had 

some knee issues and they moved him inside. Is that even feasible in today’s game? 

I wouldn’t want to get into if it is or not, but for us, we know where he’s going to be and we’re excited about his role where he 

is. 

 

Could he be a redzone target for you? How does he work in that regard? 

I mean, he could be anything. Obviously, his size comes into play. We’ve got a lot of good weapons right now. I do believe because 

of the weapons they had on their team his pass catching total might not be as impressive to some when you look at just stats but 

that’s what a lot of people do. He does make plays on the ball. He has some run-after-the-catch. He has a couple real impressive 

highlights running through guys, running over guys. So, yeah, he can be a weapon in different parts of the field. For sure. 

 

This year, is his biggest asset injury insurance for Pat [Freiermuth], or is this an opportunity to expand what you 

can do with multiple tight ends? 



I wouldn’t want to limit him on that. Him and Pat are certainly very, very different players. Obviously, depth at that position and 

what you do with those guys depends on who’s on the field. He’s a different type of a tight end, but we’re certainly looking 

forward to playing him this year and the opportunities he creates and matchups he creates. 

 

Assuming he and Zach [Gentry] are the more in-line guys, does that give you some more flexibility to move Pat 

around a little bit? 

Yeah, exactly. I mean, I think Pat's a different type of tight end and those two guys, Zach and Darnell, are bigger, more blocking 

guys. Zach’s made some plays down the field and can catch the ball, but certainly Pat is more known for that, right? I mean, that's 

why the tight end position, I think there's probably two types, two or three in the game right now. I would say those are different 

types of players, but we think we can match them up pretty well. 

  

Does Connor Heyward have more fullback in his future? 

Yeah, I mean, that's probably his body type, right? What he can do, and we've got him as a tight end, but the things he can do, 

the way we can move him around, maybe not calling him a fullback, but I think his skill set fits that role. 

  

You guys might have the biggest and shortest tight ends in the NFL now. Does Darnell remind you of any tight end 

you’ve had or seen? He’s been labeled as pretty unique. 

No. I think he’s such a big guy, and I’ve said it a lot, but I just think he moves so well for such a big man. Obviously, the reference 

of being a tackle, when he walked in the room, I believe you would think if you didn't know who he was, you would think he was 

a tackle, which is nothing bad about that. In fact, he can run, catch and do some things. 

  

You’ve got a tackle and a tight end known for blocking. Is it safe to say improved blocking and play in the trenches 

was a focus for you guys this offseason? 

Yeah, I mean, obviously Omar [Khan] and those guys did a great job down there, and Coach [Mike] Tomlin, Mr. [Art] Rooney [II], 

picking who they pick. We’re going to do the best we can with the players we get. Obviously, you're talking about on offense two 

guys that block and are physical and so that's certainly part of it. That’s what we're trying to do. I think Coach Tomlin said it really 

clear, there's no secret of what we're trying to do and how we're trying to play football. 

 

With some of the upgrades you’ve made on the offensive line, how might the offense evolve based on the 

different personnel? 

I think it gives us more personnel. You talk about the tight end that comes in, and more opportunities, different guys playing, 

and obviously we want to continue to get better and we have to get better. Where that’s going to take us, I don’t want to say 

right now or get into that. But we’re really excited about the two guys we just got. We got two really, really good players in two 

days. 

 

Those guys have won a lot in college. How much of a factor is that into decision making and evaluation, where 

they come from and what their level of internal expectation might be? 

I think that plays into it, but I think, obviously, a lot of it’s skillset. Those are probably questions for Mr. Rooney and Omar and 

Coach Tomlin and those guys. I think we evaluate all those things and the program you come from. There are guys who come 

from tough places that come in and be great players too. So, I don't think we ever say that, but a guy who knows how to win and 

guys who have won and expect to win, there's certainly benefits to that. So, in this case, it's a great, great situation and we're 

excited about it. 
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Nick Herbig 

Linebacker 

Wisconsin 

6-2, 240 

Kauai, HI 

Saint Louis High School 

4th Round – 132nd Overall 

 

HONORS & AWARDS 

 2022 All-Big Ten first team (consensus) 

 2022 CBS Sports All-American second team 

 2022 Walter Camp All-American second team 

 2022 AFCA All-American second team 

 2022 Associated Press All-American third team 

 

2022 SEASON 

Played in 11 games (11 starts) games at outside linebacker ... Led the Badgers with 11.0 sacks and 15.5 TFLs while ranking 

sixth on the team in tackles (47) ... Led the nation with 1.0 sacks per game ... His 15.5 TFLs led the Big Ten and ranked 

18th in the country ... His 1.0 sacks per game were the most for a Badger since Tarek Saleh in 1996 ... His 11.0 sacks 

were the most in a single season for Wisconsin since Zack Baun recorded 12.5 in 2019 ... Began the season with a 2.0-

sack performance vs. Illinois State ... Recorded sacks vs. Washington State and New Mexico State ... Registered seven 

solo tackles and a sack at Northwestern ... Totaled 3.0 TFLs and 2.0 sacks vs. Maryland ... Was dominant at Iowa, totaling 

3.0 sacks, eight tackles and a forced fumble. 

 

2021 SEASON 

Started all 13 games at outside linebacker... Led the Badgers and ranked fourth in the Big Ten with 9.0 sacks ... Ranked 

seventh in the Big Ten with 14.5 tackles for loss ... Third on the Badgers with 64 tackles ... Broke up four passes, forced 

two fumbles and recovered a fumble ... Had the highest pass rush win rate among Big Ten edge rushers according to 

PFF (27.3%) ... Had the highest single-season pass rush grade by a Wisconsin edge rusher at 91.4 (better than Joe 

Schobert - 91.3 in 2015 and T.J. Watt - 91.0 in 2016) according to PFF ... Had six tackles and 2.5 sacks in win over Iowa 

... Seven tackles and 2.0 sacks in Las Vegas Bowl win over Arizona State. 

 

2020 SEASON 

Played in and started seven games at outside linebacker ... Registered 26 tackles, 6.0 TFLs, 1.0 sack and a forced fumble 

... In his first Wisconsin start, had 1.0 sack and pass breakup against Illinois ... Had five tackles and 3.0 TFL at Michigan 

... Tallied three tackles and 1.0 TFLs at Northwestern ... Forced a fumble and added two tackles against Indiana ... Posted 

four tackles and 1.0 TFL at Iowa ... Collected career-best seven tackles against Minnesota ... Had four tackles vs. Wake 

Forest in the Duke’s Mayo Bowl. 
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HIGH SCHOOL 

Four-star recruit by 247 Sports, ESPN and Rivals ... All-Hawaii Open Division Defensive Player of the Year as a senior in 

2019 ... Earned invitation to 2020 Polynesian Bowl ... Two-time all-state selection ... Led Saint Louis School to four 

consecutive Open Division state championships ... Also played basketball in high school ... Coach was Cal Lee. 

 

PERSONAL 

Parents are Robyn and Bruce Herbig ... Has two brothers, Jake and Nate ... Brother Nate played football at Stanford and 

is currently a guard for the Pittsburgh Steelers ... Moved into his grandparents’ house before high school to play at 

famed Saint Louis School in Honolulu, which produced Marcus Mariota, Tua Tagovailoa and others ... Lived away from 

his parents (who lived on the island of Oahu). 

 

CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 

YEAR GP GS UT AT TOT TFL-YDS SK-YDS FF FR INT PD 

2020 7 7 23 3 26 6.0-11 1.0-5 0 1 0 1 

2021 13 13 41 23 64 14.5-73 9.0-57 2 1 0 4 

2022 11 11 32 15 47 15.5-98 11.0-86 2 0 0 2 

Totals 31 31 96 41 137 36.0-182 21.0-148 4 2 0 7 
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Nick Herbig Conference Call Transcript 

 

It sounds like people are pretty excited where you are. What was that moment like when you got the call from 

the Steelers? Did you have any idea? 

I can't really explain it to you. I'm at a loss for words. This is all I’ve ever dreamed about, to get a chance to play for the Steelers. 

Such a legendary organization and I get to play with my brother, so that’s all I could ever ask for. 

 

Your brother wasn’t a Steeler a few months ago. Now he is, and now you get to play with him. Go deeper into 

that, what is that like for you? 

Me and him talked about this since we were little kids. We grew up and shared the same dream, we work out together, we do 

everything together. That’s my best friend. I don’t think blood could make us any closer, and in my brother’s famous words, ‘I’m 

just happy to be here.’ 

 

Have you ever played together on the same team? 

When we were little, but not like this. 

 

Is he there with you now? 

Yeah, my brother is with me. 

 

Did Nate [Herbig] lobby for you to get drafted here? 

I don’t know what he did, but man, this is just a dream come true to play with my brother. I can’t really ask for much more. 

 

Did you have meetings with the Steelers in advance? 

Yes, I had a meeting with them at the Combine, I met with them a little at Pro Day and the linebacker coach worked me out 

there, so it just felt like the right place for me and it’s exactly where I need to be. 

 

Do you have a hunch as to how they want to use you; inside, outside, both? What are you thinking? 

I’m just thinking they want me to come in and be a dog, and that’s what I do. So, whatever they want me to do, I’m going to do 

it. 100 percent. 

 

Take us through the moments when you realized it was the Steelers and what Nate was saying.  



I mean, it was like a flood of emotions, because I know how hard my brother worked and I know how hard I worked. To see the 

fruits of our labor and everything come around full circle is kind of crazy. 

 

Where do you think you really grew as a player this past year? 

I think I grew in my leadership role. Taking more of a leadership role, connecting with guys off the field, gaining that trust with 

one another so when we get on that field it’s crisp, it’s smooth and we all trust each other. 

 

When you guys were growing up how much did you and your brother talk about possibly playing in the NFL? 

When did you both make that a goal for yourselves? 

Every day. As long as I can remember, every day. That’s all we ever wanted. This is all we worked for. We dedicated our whole 

life to this. This is it. It’s here now. It’s time. 

 

With your brother and the moments leading up to realizing the Steelers had called, I don’t want to know your 

feelings, what actually happened? 

It didn’t feel real. I saw my phone ring Pittsburgh, PA and I was like, ‘There’s no way, I’m about to be a Steeler with my brother.’ 

I picked it up and it was Mr. [Omar] Khan, and I started crying. I couldn’t hold it in. 

 

What did your brother do and say? 

My brother just gave me a hug and told me he loved me. 

 

You mentioned that you played with your brother early on. What was the name of that team, and do you have 

any early memories of playing together on the same football field? 

We played for the Kauai Bulldogs together. I was Iike second grade, he was like sixth grade. It was crazy, I was like a little kid 

running around with them. We played next to each other on the D-line too. It was pretty fun. 

 

Do you feel like you have a frame if they wanted you to add 10 pounds, that you can beef up to about 250 

pounds? 

100 percent, I’m going to do whatever they need me to do. 

 

There’s more than one Wisconsin guy here now. Do you feel it’ll be an easier transition to join this team? 

For sure, I think they’ll take me under their wing like they already have. T.J. [Watt] has already taken me under his wing, 

[Isaiahh] Loudermilk has already taken me under his wing, me and Keeanu [Benton] are like best friends. Now that we’re all 

going to be together, I think it’ll make the process a lot easier.  

 

What do you think of Keeanu as a player and as a teammate at Wisconsin? 

Keeanu was a beast, man. He was unblockable. I thought he was the best player in the Draft, to be honest. You guys got a dog 

in Keeanu, and I think he’s going to be a Steeler for a long time.  

 

Do you have a good anecdote or a good story about Keanu? 



I remember one morning we had a Friday walkthrough later on and then he woke up early just to go fishing because that’s how 

he gets his mind off of things. But it’s just pretty funny because this guy always has fishing poles, tackle boxes, everything. His 

car is full of fish and stuff. 

 

Do you think your parents will move here now that you and Nate are both living here? Is the Herbig family just 

going to move to Pittsburgh at this point? 

We might have to. We might have to come take Pittsburgh over. 

 

Nate said a month ago that the one person he can't block would be you. Do you believe that he believes that? 

I guess we'll find out, won't we? 

 

The Steelers have had a lot of these family relationships over the years. Are you familiar with that? They’ve had 

Watt brothers, now they have the Heyward brothers, they've had Edmunds brothers. Is that something that put 

it in your mind that it could be a possibility that they’d do this again with you guys? 

Yeah, I mean, the Steelers are everything I'm about. Faith, family and football. That’s it. Everything’s so right. They're all about 

family, all about everything. Now that me and my brother are there, we're looking to keep that trend going. 
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Cory Trice Jr. 

Defensive Back 

Purdue 

6-3, 206 

Hopkinsville, KY 

Christian County High School 

7th Round – 241st Overall 

 

CAREER 

Played in 34 games as a Boilermaker (starting 24) ... Returned a pair of interceptions for a touchdown over his career, 

against Maryland (Oct. 12, 2019) and at Indiana (Nov. 26, 2023) which sealed Purdue’s rivalry victory as well as the Big 

Ten West title ... Recorded five interceptions to go along with 20 pass breakups and 105 tackles. 

 

2022 SEASON 

All-Big Ten honorable mention (coaches, media) ... All Big-Ten third team (Pro Football Focus) ... National Football 

Foundation Hampshire Honor Society ... Started 13 games, making 34 tackles to go along with two interceptions and a 

team-high 10 pass breakups ... His pick-six late in the fourth quarter of the Old Oaken Bucket Game sealed the win and 

Purdue claiming the outright Big Ten West title ... Made a season-high eight tackles in the victory over the Hoosiers ... 

Intercepted a pass and made five solo tackles in a win at Maryland ... Had five games with at least four tackles. 

 

2021 SEASON 

Named Academic All-Big Ten ... Started first two games of the year, before injury ended his season ... Made four tackles 

and broke up two passes against Oregon State. 

 

2020 SEASON 

Academic All-Big Ten ... Started all six games ... Finished with 31 total tackles (27 solo) with a tackle for loss ... Broke 

up two passes ... Had six solo tackles vs. Iowa ... Recorded four stops at Illinois ... Tallied four solo tackles and a PBU vs. 

Northwestern ... Had a season-high nine tackles, eight solo, and a TFL and PBU at Minnesota ... Finished with six tackles 

against Rutgers ... Tallied a pair of solo stops vs. Nebraska. 

 

2019 SEASON 

Academic All-Big Ten ... Appeared in 11 games (five starts) ... Had 35 tackles (29 solo) with one TFL ... Tied for the team 

lead with three interceptions and broke up one pass ... Had three solo tackles vs. Minnesota ... Recorded a season-high 

six tackles, including a TFL, at No. 12 Penn State ... Picked off a pair of passes, returning one 37-yards for a touchdown, 

broke up a pass and tied his season high with six tackles against Maryland ... Finished with two solo tackles at No. 23 

at Iowa ... Had three tackles against Illinois ... Returned an interception nine yards and tallied four tackles vs. Nebraska 

... Recorded five tackles (four solo) at Northwestern ... Tied season-high with six tackles, five solo, at No. 14 Wisconsin. 

 

2018 SEASON 

Appeared in three games as a reserve ... Had a solo tackle at Minnesota. 
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HIGH SCHOOL 

Had 31 tackles in eight games for Christian County ... Named the Southern Pennyrile Football Athlete of the Year ... 

Named Class 5A-District 1 Player of the Year ... Selected for the Best of the Bluegrass All-Star Game ... Named first team 

All-Western Kentucky Conference ... Had a 97-yard kickoff return for a touchdown in the season-opener and returned 

three punts for touchdowns during the season ... Scored two touchdowns and a two-point conversion against Apollo 

with a 45-yard interception return and an 86-yard fumble return ... Recorded three interceptions on the season. 

 

PERSONAL 

Full name is Cory Carlisle Trice Jr. ... Born May 30, 2000 ... Graduated Major: Communication ... Pursuing MS in 

Technology Leadership & Innovation ... Parents: Tomica Mason (mother). 

 

CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 

YEAR GP GS UT AT TOT TFL-YDS SK-YDS FF FR INT PD 

2018 2 0 1 0 1 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0 0 0 

2019 11 5 29 6 35 1.0-1 0.0-0 0 0 3 4 

2020 6 6 27 4 31 1.0-1 0.0-0 0 0 0 2 

2021 2 2 4 0 4 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0 0 2 

2022 13 13 28 6 34 2.0-7 0.0-0 0 0 2 12 

Totals 35 26 89 16 105 4.0-9 0.0-0 0 0 5 20 
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Cory Trice Jr. Conference Call Transcript 

 

It sounds exciting over there. What are the emotions right now? 

Emotions man, they’re kind of everywhere right now. I’m just excited just to be here and be in this position. 

 

How much were you able to familiarize yourself with the Steelers and how much of a gauge did you have that 

this might be the place for you to end up? 

So, whenever I had talked to the Steelers, we definitely had a good conversation. I understand the things that they like to do 

with their players as far as technique, and I’ve just been watching them and stuff like that. I’m just excited man, I’m just excited 

to be here and be a Steeler. 

 

What is it about the system or what do you know so far from Coach Teryl Austin or Coach Mike Tomlin or Coach 

Grady Brown that has you excited to be here? 

It’s just those guys trying to win. They always have a winning season. It’s just, everything they do is just trying to win, so I just 

want to be a part of that and do everything I can. 

 

In the Big Ten or through the draft process, did you get to know Joey Porter Jr. at all and how do you think you 

both will help the Steelers when you get here? 

Oh man, look at us man. We’re both 6-foot-3, can run, good press corners. Both of us can tackle. We’re just going to go in there 

and do everything we can do to win. 

 

Do you see yourself as just a corner in the NFL or have some teams talked to you about playing safety? 

Honestly, I think I’m a corner. Obviously, that’s what I’ve been playing my whole career for the most part, but anything I can do 

to help the team win, I’m definitely willing to do that.  

 

There are some reports that you got flagged for medicals. Where are you health-wise right now and how do you 

feel? 

Man, I feel great. I feel ready to go. I feel ready to go, I feel good. 

  



Some people might consider getting picked in the seventh round a slide. Do you consider it motivation? 

I’m just happy just to be here. I’m just happy they took a chance on me, and I just promise you that the Steelers fans, Steelers 

Nation, they will not regret it.  

 

When you went to Purdue, they were looking to add some weight, some mass to your frame. How much did your 

body transform? 

Yeah, so I came in at 180, then I got up to 215, and leading up to the Combine, I wanted to slim up a little more, be a little more 

built, so then I got back to 206 and right around that range is what I feel my best at. 
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Grady Brown Press Conference Transcript 

 

Opening Statement: 

Good to be here. I guess we’re here to talk about [Cory] Trice [Jr.] from Purdue. One thing I'll say is we'll look good getting off the 

bus this year in our first game with the two guys that we picked up.  

 

He did a great job at Purdue, taking up a lot of space on the line of scrimmage, played a lot of press coverage, and that's huge. 

Really, just the way that he plays press, being able to go down and not play a motor technique, not back up, but really just used 

that 6-3, 6-2 frame to just take up a lot of space and make guys work on the line of scrimmage. So, really excited about getting 

him here. He has some toughness. He started his career off as a safety. He was a high school basketball player. So just a lot of 

good things just from a coaching standpoint to work with, and we're looking forward to getting them in here. 

 

Do you envision him strictly as a cornerback? I know you mentioned he has some experience playing safety and 

they once projected him as a safety. 

Right. That's an excellent question. I think a lot of those answers will be found out when he gets in here and we start moving him 

around. You look at a person's ability to learn different positions and everything like that, but one thing he’s shown is that he can 

be a corner in this League. 

 

He has all the physical attributes. Where are areas that you want to work with him more? 

You want to take what he does well and make it better, and then just continue to develop him from that standpoint. Anytime 

you're dealing with a longer defensive back, there may be some issues in space and off coverage and everything like that. A lot 

of times in college, you really do what you're best at doing as often as you can. So, we'll find out exactly what it is that he needs 

to get better at. But right now, we want to focus on what we do have. 

 

He’s had a couple of injuries over the past couple of years. Do you think that’s why he fell down the board a little 

bit? 

I'm not sure. A lot of times beauty is in the eye of the beholder, and some people like certain things. I know what I like, I know 

what we like here. I know what we need. So, I'm really not sure about why the other teams did not pick him up before now, but 

I'm just glad he's available for us to pick him up. 

  



Did you get a chance to work with him much in the process leading up to this? 

I did have an on-field experience with him at the Combine and that probably helped me from a visual standpoint, just standing 

next to him and realizing how big of a player he is, how big of a person he is. Looking at his skill set of size and athletic ability, 

which helped me for sure.  

 

What makes him such a good press corner? 

Like I said earlier, he just doesn't back up. A lot of times in today's game, guys walk down on the line of scrimmage and as soon 

as the receiver moves or the receiver flinches, they back up and we're giving back the space that we walked down to take away. 

He doesn't do that. He’s been coached well at Purdue by those guys on how to play aggressive—really, I shouldn't say aggressive, 

just stay on the line of scrimmage and make receivers work. 

 

With [Joey] Porter [Jr.] and Trice, those are two guys with good size and good length. How important are those 

traits to you guys at the quarterback position? 

Yes, it's important. I mean, you look at the guys that we have to play in our division, you look at the receivers that we have to 

cover in our division, you look at the backs that we have to tackle in our division. Size, the size and length and toughness are 

definitely important. Like I said, we'll look good getting off the bus, so we’ve just got to coach them up and get them going in 

the right direction. 

 

In terms of your cornerback additions, Pat Peterson came from an almost strictly zone background. Now you have 

two rookies that are more press-man types. It used to be that teams would have a type, a Cover 2 team, or a Cover 

3 team, or a man team. Do you feel like it’s more important for you guys to be able to do a number of things with 

different personnel? 

Yeah, honestly, I'm not sure that Pat came from a zone scheme or not to be honest with you. But for us, I believe it's important 

for us to be able to do whatever is best versus that offense. It may be zone, or it may be man, the game is, especially from a 

defensive standpoint, it's just different now than it was in the past. You really can't just sit in one thing and do that. So, to your 

point, I think it is important to be able to do a number of things. 

  

It used to be that your two outside corners played 100 percent of the snaps. Is there a point where there are 

packages where there are certain guys against certain offensive schemes? 

Absolutely. Absolutely packages. Again, to the point of football just changing. It's not 21 personnel. It’s not always 12 personnel. 

You have these tight ends that can play in the slot as receivers and then create a three-man surface in the run game. So, packages 

are definitely important. It was big for us last year and I believe it will continue to be big for us in the future. 

  

How big was the fact that Trice has gone up against some really good tight ends and has really been used against 

them at Purdue almost as a tight-end eraser at times? 

A lot of respect for the tight ends in the Big Ten. A lot of respect for the tight ends in the National Football League. But we need 

help stopping receivers, and my projection is for him to be able to line up in front of a receiver and make him work on the line of 

scrimmage. 
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Spencer Anderson 

Offensive Line 

Maryland 

6-5, 305 

Bowie, MD 

Bishop McNamara High School 

7th Round – 251st Overall 

 

HONORS & AWARDS 

 2022 Pro Football Focus Preseason All-Big Ten second team 

 2022 East-West Shrine Bowl 1000  

 2021 All-Big Ten honorable mention 

 2020-21 Big Ten Distinguished Scholar 

 

2022 SEASON 

Started all 13 games on the offensive line, 12 at right guard and one at right tackle ... Blocked for a Maryland passing 

offense that ranked third in the Big Ten in 2022 by averaging 259.8 yards per game in the air. 

 

2021 SEASON 

Started in all 13 games on the offensive line, including nine at right tackle and four at center ... Earned an 86.6 pass 

blocking grade via Pro Football Focus, the highest of any offensive lineman in the Big Ten and 13th-highest among all 

Power Five players ... Blocked for the record-setting pass offense, which set a program record for most passing yards in 

a season with 3,960 ... Protected QB Taulia Tagovailoa, who broke program records in passing yards (3,860), passing 

touchdowns (26), completions (328), completion percentage (69.2%) and 300-yard passing games (seven). 

 

2020 SEASON 

Started all five games on offensive line, including four at left tackle and one at center ... One of only six Terps to start in 

all five games ... Helped block for Big Ten's second-highest ranked passing offense, averaging 264 yards per game ... 

Parted way for Jake Funk, who averaged 8.60 yards per carry, the second-highest average in the FBS ... Protected for 

Taulia Tagovailoa, who threw for 1,011 yards in just four games, including the 10th highest passing total in a single 

game in program history with 394 in win over Minnesota. 

 

2019 SEASON 

Appeared in 11 of 12 games with first career start at right tackle against Rutgers ... Blocked for a running back tandem 

in Javon Leake and Anthony McFarland Jr., which were one of only two duos on power five teams in the country to both 

have seven rushing touchdowns ... Parted way for Javon Leake, who averaged 7.2 yards per carry, the fourth-highest 

total of the country ... In start at right tackle at Rutgers, blocked for an offense that scored 48 points and tallied 490 

yards ... Contributed to an offense that had three games scoring over 45 points ... Protected Josh Jackson, who had the 

most touchdown passes by a Maryland quarterback in a first half of a game since 1977 ... Blocked for the second-most 

points in Maryland history with 79 vs. Howard. 
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2018 SEASON 

Appeared in two games (Bowling Green and Illinois). 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 

A consensus three-star recruit across all major recruiting outlets ... Rated the 16th overall player in the state of Maryland 

by 247sports.com ... Honorable Mention All-Metro selection as a senior ... Also received offers from North Carolina, Pitt, 

and Wake Forest ... Coached by Keita Malloy. 

 

PERSONAL 

Son of Robert and Anita ... Father played football at Howard University ... Has one older brother ... Undefeated on the 

chess team at his school ... Cousin of Harry Giles ... Graduated with a degree in Business and Management. 
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Spencer Anderson Conference Call Transcript 

 

I saw that you started games at just about every position on the offensive line at Maryland. How much do you 

think your positional flexibility could help with the Steelers? 

Definitely, I feel like it helps a lot. In the NFL, snaps are limited, and seasons are limited when you’re stuck at one position so I 

feel like me adding the versatility to the team is definitely a bonus when teams usually travel with seven to eight linemen, if that. 

It’s always a good help when you can help at all five spots on the offensive line. 

 

It looks like you played center in 2020. How much have you practiced at center recently, and how much center 

have you played in game? 

I played four games. I started four games at center in 2021. I’ve practiced at center throughout practice this past year and at 

center the year before that. I’ve practiced at center pretty much every time. I played it in the Shrine Bowl recently in Las Vegas, 

back in February, and I’ve always got a ball in my hand. It was always something that I practiced because I value that flexibility. 

They say your best ability is availability, but behind that, I feel like it's versatility. So, being available and being versatile is 

definitely something that I try to be in my game. 

 

It looks like you started everywhere but left guard. Is that true? 

I started at left guard against Northwestern this past year. 

 

Throughout the pre-draft process, did you have any indication or how much of an indication did you have that this 

could have been the landing place for you after the Draft was done? 

My talks with Pittsburgh were very brief. I've talked to a lot of other teams. You never know with this draft process. You could be 

anywhere, and I’m happy that the Steelers took a chance on me and I’m coming to bring my all. 

 

If you had to describe your game in a few words, what would those words be? 

I would say smart and tough. 
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Steelers General Manager Omar Khan and Head Coach Mike Tomlin – 4.29.23 

 

Opening Statements: 

Omar Khan: Productive weekend. Really feel like we're a better football team today than we were at 7:59 on Thursday. Can't 

wait until we get to the rookie minicamp in a couple weeks and really see our new Steelers in action. 

 

It's going to be fun. I think we're in a good place. 

 

As we speak, the rookie free agency process is going -- in full effect. As soon as I leave, we're going to go finalize that, and I'm 

sure we'll get the names to you guys over the next couple days. 

 

With respect to the remainder of the off-season, I've said it before, we're going to continue to evaluate what opportunities exist 

to improve our roster, if there are, and with that, I'll turn it over to Coach.  

 

Mike Tomlin: Feel really good about the weekend, but probably equally as important, I felt good about the process, and I think 

that just tees up the weekend. We've talked quite a bit about that. We rolled our sleeves up and got on the road and did all the 

things we needed to do, utilized all the opportunities to engage with these young people, man, and get a sense of what they're 

capable of and how they might fit. 

 

Mike, you took a big tackle, you took two big corners, you took a massive tight end. Was there any added emphasis 

on size and maybe physicality with your picks this year? 

MIKE TOMLIN: You know, I don't know if size per se was a point of emphasis, but obviously we value physicality and those that 

are capable of playing a brand of football that we value. 

 

Last week at the pre-draft press conference you had mentioned that you were open to doing business with the 

32nd pick, maybe trading out of it. Did you guys become less eager to do so when Joey Porter, Jr., was still on the 

board? 

OMAR KHAN: I think we listened. There were definitely opportunities there, and after we evaluated everything, we just felt really 

good about the opportunity to take Joey Porter, Jr., so it worked out that way. 

  



Coming into the weekend, did you ever see a scenario where he would be there at 32 for you guys? 

OMAR KHAN: You know, you go through different scenarios and mocks, and we had him graded obviously higher than that, and 

we expected him to go higher than that, but we're very fortunate. We consider ourselves very fortunate to have had the 

opportunity to pick him at 32. 

 

Omar, you've been through the draft process before, but this is your first one as GM. How was it for you to go 

through this entire process? 

OMAR KHAN: It was awesome. I think the journey of getting here has been great since I got the job to now. It's been pretty 

special. 

 

I have a great group of people that I did this with, and they worked really hard for this organization. We have a really strong 

group of people. It's just exciting. I don't know if it's hit me completely yet, but yeah. 

 

Mike, we've checked in with you along the way about how you've seen Omar handle this process. Now that there's 

a bow on it, how would you evaluate what it was like working with him this weekend and throughout this process? 

MIKE TOMLIN: I don't know that I evaluate it from that perspective. We've just got work to do. It's normal for us. We've worked 

together for a long time. I don't know that we hide behind roles and titles. People have opinions. We've got work to do. We've 

got information to gain. 

 

The process was very similar to how it's been in the past. I don't know that I've looked at him in a different light because of the 

position. I don't know that he looks at himself in a different light. I just think sometimes titles and things of that nature are 

overblown. We've worked together for a long time, and we had some fun this weekend. 

 

You said he was aggressive going after the next two. Is he still aggressive? 

MIKE TOMLIN: Yeah, what did they call him, the con (Khan) artist? I saw that. That's pretty good. That's a cool nickname. 

 

Do you have a favorite nickname, Omar? 

OMAR KHAN: I've been called worse. I don't have a favorite nickname, but yeah. 

 

Your sixth rounders, did you expect to not walk away with a quarterback in the draft, and can you tell us anything 

about the kid from Minnesota that you signed in free agency? 

OMAR KHAN: Sure, I'm not going to get into exactly who we signed. I don't know what's out there and what's not and I know 

that process continues. I have Cole Marcoux, Dan Colbert and Mark Sadowski and Sheldon White, they're leading that process 

right now. But obviously we didn't draft one, and we still have a couple open quarterback spots to fill. 

 

Mike, what are your thoughts on getting the defensive lineman and also getting the big tight end? 

MIKE TOMLIN: Both guys, we had a great deal of exposure to. I think we 30 visited both guys. We saw (Keanuu) Benton down 

in Mobile, saw (Darnell) Washington in Athens at his pro day. So just really comfortable with what they're capable of and how 

they might fit, so really excited about both guys. 

 



Asking about size, where do you think overall you really improved your team or were able to improve your team 

this weekend? 

MIKE TOMLIN: We feel good about the pedigree of the men that we've gotten. That'll be told as we get to work and really get 

an opportunity to put them in a professional football setting and see how it plays out. 

 

I'm not going to have any bold predictions in that regard. 

 

Omar, how important was it to go back to get that fourth-round pick, and how do you evaluate how many picks 

you need and where we want them to be? 

OMAR KHAN: It was an opportunity, we were sitting there in the third round, we just -- when the call came about trading back, 

we just evaluated it, and we had a good feel for how many players were left that we'd be interested in, and got the top guy 

actually on that list. He was still sitting there, and the opportunity to pick up a fourth, which we had lost, was going to be a long 

wait from today if we didn't have an extra pick. Fortunately, we got it because we think we got a really good football player in 

Nick Herbig. 

 

You didn't pick in the fifth or sixth rounds today. Was there a temptation to get back in for a player that you were 

eyeing up and looking at? 

OMAR KHAN: You always listen, and we did. There were some phone conversations, but at the end of the day it just -- nothing 

that made sense for us. 

 

How did you spend that long break that you guys had between those picks? 

OMAR KHAN: On the phone, had some Chick-Fil-A downstairs. We just talked amongst ourselves, continued to strategize -- that 

was a good opportunity for us to discuss the process after the draft with signing some of the free agents. We went back and met 

and just evaluated our roster as to where we were. Next thing you know, we were back in the room and kind of seeing where 

things were shaking out. 

 

In part because of that you didn't have fifth and sixth rounder, but it's kind of rare, isn't it, to go through a draft 

without a QB, a wide receiver, or a running back. How are you feeling there? 

MIKE TOMLIN: We feel good about some of the work that we've been able to do. There are multiple ways to add to your talent 

pool. We've done some things in free agency, really excited about the acquisition of Allen Robinson, for example. I think last year 

we ran into Jaylen Warren at the rookie mini, for example, so we'll keep team building. 

 

You said you had a lot of offensive pieces, free agency and the draft. How do you envision this offense moving 

forward? How would you like to see it work? 

MIKE TOMLIN: Boy, that is a broad question. We'll hold our cards close to our vest, and you'll see in the fall. How about that? 

 

When we talked to (Keanuu) Benton after his pick, he said it's apparent after talking to you that he said you want 

some goons out there. Is there an apt description? 

MIKE TOMLIN: That's an accurate description, but I'll give him some media training so he can keep some of our private 

conversations private. 

 



When you see a tight end that big and has that unique skill set, obviously guys who can block but also catch? 

MIKE TOMLIN: I think the awesome thing about him besides his measurables is his mindset. Here's a guy that I think maybe has 

"sixth offensive lineman" on his license plate. He embraces the things that come with being who he is, and knowledge of self 

and embracing that I think is one of the things that made him attractive, besides the unique physical traits and the things that 

he's been able to accomplish. The mindset, the willingness, too, is equally exciting. 

 

You talked about Broderick (Jones) and how last year when you were scouting at Georgia you were asking for a 

name, and Broderick's came up. Did a similar sentiment come up around Darnell (Washington), or what was it you 

were able to discover throughout the process? 

MIKE TOMLIN: I didn't have to ask anybody about Darnell. All you've got to do is watch Georgia tape. He stands out. He's an 

enormous human. So, I had prior knowledge to him. 

 

Guys like Broderick, third-year juniors, those are the guys that you ask about sometimes when you're in places because those are 

the guys that kind of sneak up on you in draft prep. Washington has a longer resume and had more exposure to him. 

 

Georgia, Wisconsin, what is it about places that you've been back to before that makes you comfortable wanting 

to go to again? 

MIKE TOMLIN: You know, Georgia obviously, they've won back-to-back National Championships, and you don't do that without 

quality players, so we're not the only one’s fishing in that pond. Philadelphia, I think is doing a pretty good job of that. 

 

Sometimes a place like Wisconsin is a stylistic match. Always had a lot of respect for Jim Leonhard, their former coordinator, and 

they do a lot of similar things that we do. So, it makes it an easy eval. There's less speculation in terms of what they might be 

able to do in our system of football. 

 

Omar, after the trade to get the fourth-round pick back, you said your top guy was still on the board. Did you mean 

Washington at that point? 

OMAR KHAN: Yeah. 

 

How surprised were you that he fell to that point in the draft? 

OMAR KHAN: I would say very surprised. We thought very highly of him. Honestly did not expect him to be sitting there. Just our 

gain. 

 

Denzel (Martin) was saying there was a lot of emotion when you called Nick (Herbig), and that was understandable 

because of all that. What was that call like, and when did you like from Nick? 

OMAR KHAN: Both Coach and I spoke to him, and he was excited. He was very emotional, and obviously I'm sure for his parents, 

that's an amazing moment. 

 

We could hear the emotion in the phone, a lot of noise in the background, and from when I talked to him, Coach, I don't know 

how he was with you when you talked to him. 

 



MIKE TOMLIN: Yeah, it was the normal excitement that you would expect in a draft-like setting. But talking about Wisconsin 

and Herbig, there's not a lot of speculation, man, that guy held down the same position that I watched T.J. (Watt) play in that 

place, and I think it was (Andrew) Van Ginkel after him. They asked him to do a lot of things. You see them do NFL things. They 

rush, they drop. It's fun to watch Wisconsin tape for those reasons. 
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2023 NFL Draft Notes 

• Pittsburgh made its first pick in the 2023 NFL Draft at No. 14 

• Pittsburgh executed a trade in the first round of the NFL Draft for the fourth time since the 1970 AFL-NFL 

merger and first time since 2019 – 2019 (DEVIN BUSH, Michigan), ‘06 (SANTONIO HOLMES, Ohio State), 

‘03 (TROY POLAMALU, Southern Cal) and ‘01 (CASEY HAMPTON, Texas) 

• Pittsburgh extended its streak to 51 years without a top-five NFL Draft selection, which is the longest active 

streak in the League 

• Pittsburgh selected quarterback TERRY BRADSHAW (Louisiana Tech) with the first overall selection of the 

1970 NFL Draft with its last top-five selection 

• Pittsburgh drafted offensive tackle BRODERICK JONES (Georgia) with the No. 14 overall selection 

• BRODERICK JONES is the ninth offensive lineman selected in the first round in franchise history – tied for 

the most of any position since the 1970 AFL-NFL merger (Defensive Back, 9) 

• BRODERICK JONES is the first offensive lineman selected in the first round by Pittsburgh since 2012 (DAVID 

DECASTRO, G, 24th) 

• BRODERICK JONES is the 19th Georgia player drafted by Pittsburgh in franchise history – tied for the second-

most of any SEC program (Florida 24 and Tennessee 19) 

• Pittsburgh has previously selected an offensive lineman in the first round eight times in franchise history – 

2012 (DAVID DECASTRO, Stanford), ‘10 (MAURKICE POUNCEY, Florida), ‘02 (KENDALL SIMMONS, 

Auburn), 1998 (ALAN FANECA, LSU), ‘96 (JAMAIN STEPHENS, North Carolina A&T), ‘92 (LEON SEARCY, 

Miami, Fla.), ‘89 (TOM RICKETTS, Pitt), and ‘86 (JOHN RIENSTRA, Temple) 

• Pittsburgh has previously selected at No. 14 once in franchise history – 1938 (FRANK FILCHOCK, TB, Indiana) 

• Pittsburgh owned the first pick of a specific day of the NFL Draft for the first time in franchise history (first pick 

of the second round, 32nd overall) 

• Pittsburgh drafted cornerback JOEY PORTER JR. (Penn State) with the first pick of the second round (No. 32 

overall) 

• JOEY PORTER JR. is the 28th Penn State player drafted by Pittsburgh in franchise history – third-most of any 

college program (Pittsburgh 46, Notre Dame 36) 

• The Steelers have previously selected a cornerback in the second round five times in franchise history – 2015 

(SENQUEZ GOLSON, Mississippi), ‘05 (BRYANT MCFADDEN, Florida State), ‘04 (RICARDO COLCLOUGH, 

Tusculum), 1991 (Delton Hall, Clemson) and ‘81 (ANTHONY WASHINGTON, Fresno State). 

• JOEY PORTER JR.’s father, JOEY PORTER SR., was selected by Pittsburgh in the third round (No. 73) of the 

1999 NFL Draft and was a four-time Pro Bowl selection, Super Bowl champion and member of the NFL’s All-

Decade Team of the 2000s 

• JOEY PORTER JR. and JOEY PORTER SR. are the first father-son duo to each get selected by the Steelers in 

the NFL common draft era (since 1967). 

• Pittsburgh drafted defensive tackle KEEANU BENTON (Wisconsin) with the 18th pick of the second round 

(No. 49 overall) 
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• KEEANU BENTON is the 14th Wisconsin player drafted by Pittsburgh in franchise history 

• Pittsburgh traded its third-round selection (No. 80 overall) to Carolina for a third-round selection (No. 93 

overall) and a fourth-round selection (No. 132 overall). 

• Pittsburgh drafted tight end DARNELL WASHINGTON (Georgia) with the 17th pick of the third round (No. 

93 overall) 

• DARNELL WASHINGTON is the 20th Georgia player drafted by Pittsburgh in franchise history –second-most 

of any SEC program (Florida 24) 

• Pittsburgh has now selected three players from Georgia in the last two NFL drafts (BRODERICK JONES, 1st, 

2023; GEORGE PICKENS, 2nd, 2022) 

• Pittsburgh drafted two players from the same school (Georgia) in the first three rounds of the NFL Draft for 

the fifth time in franchise history and first time since 2018 (Oklahoma State - JAMES WASHINGTON, 2nd; 

MASON RUDOLPH, 3rd); also in 1993 (Colorado – DEON FIGURES, 1st; CHAD BROWN, 2nd), 1991 (Florida 

– HUEY RICHARDSON, 1st; ERNIE MILLS, 3rd) and 1980 (Arizona State – MARK MALONE, 1st; BOB 

KOHRS, 2nd) 

• Pittsburgh drafted linebacker NICK HERBIG (Wisconsin) with the 30th pick of the fourth round (No. 132 

overall) 

• NICK HERBIG is the 15th Wisconsin player drafted by Pittsburgh in franchise history 

• Pittsburgh has now selected three players from Wisconsin in the last three NFL drafts (KEEANU BENTON, 

2nd, 2023; ISAIAHH LOUDERMILK, 5th, 2021) 

• Pittsburgh drafted two players from multiple schools (Georgia and Wisconsin) in the NFL Draft for the first 

time since 1993 (Colorado - DEON FIGURES, 1st; CHAD BROWN, 2nd and Mississippi State – KEVIN HENRY, 

4th; MARC WOODARD, 5th); also in 1988 (Eastern Kentucky – AARON JONES, 1st; JOHN JACKSON, 10th 

and Kentucky – DERMONTTI DAWSON, 2nd; JERRY REESE, 5th), ‘80 (Arizona State – MARK MALONE, 1st; 

BOB KOHRS, 2nd and Syracuse – BILL HURLEY, 4th; CRAIG WOLFLEY, 5th), 1978 (Notre Dame – WILLIE 

FRY, 2nd; DOUG BECKER, 10th and Pittsburgh – RANDY REUTERSHAN, 6th; TOM BRZOZA, 11th), ’75 

(Nebraska – MARVIN CRENSHAW, 6th; STAN HEGENER, 17th and Nebraska-Kearney – TOM KROPP, 8th; 

KIRT HEYER, 10th), ‘71 (Mississippi – FRED BRISTER, 5th; WORTHY MCCLURE, 7th and Texas-Southern – 

LARRY CROWE, 8th; ERNIE HOLMES, 8th) and 1969 (North Texas State – JOE GREENE, 1st; CHARLES 

BEATTY, 7th and Arkansas AM&N – L.C. GREENWOOD, 10th; CLARENCE WASHINGTON, 11th) 

• NICK HERBIG and brother, NATE HERBIG, are the second set of brothers on the current Pittsburgh roster 

(CAM HEYWARD and CONNOR HEYWARD) 

• Pittsburgh has now drafted a brother of a player already on their roster for the second straight year (CONNOR 

HEYWARD, 5th). 

• Pittsburgh selected multiple players in the seventh round of the NFL Draft for third straight year. 

• Pittsburgh selected players exclusively from Power-5 conferences for the fourth time since 2007 (2023, 2021, 

2008 and 2007). 

• Pittsburgh drafted defensive back CORY TRICE JR. (Purdue) with the 24th pick of the seventh round (No. 241 

overall) 

• Pittsburgh drafted offensive lineman SPENCER ANDERSON (Maryland) with the 34th pick of the seventh 

round (No. 251 overall) 

• Pittsburgh has now selected four players from Maryland in the last five NFL drafts (SPENCER ANDERSON, 

7th, 2023; ANTHONY MCFARLAND JR., 4th, 2020; ANTOINE BROOKS, 6th, 2020 and DERWIN GRAY, 7th, 

2019) 

























































































































































ARIZONA CARDINALS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to HOUSTON

 1 Johnson, Paris T Ohio State 6

from LOS ANGELES RAMS through DETROIT

 2 Choice to DETROIT

#  2 Ojulari, B.J. LB Louisiana State 41

from TENNESSEE 

 3 Choice to PHILADELPHIA

#  3 Williams, Garrett DB Syracuse 72

from TENNESSEE 

 3 Wilson, Michael WR Stanford 94

from PHILADELPHIA 

 + 3 Choice to DETROIT

 4 Choice to PHILADELPHIA

through HOUSTON

 4 Gaines, Jon G UCLA 122

from MIAMI through KANSAS CITY and  DETROIT

 5 Choice to WASHINGTON

through BUFFALO

 5 Tune, Clayton QB Houston 139

from DENVER through DETROIT

 + 5 Pappoe, Owen LB Auburn 168

reacquired through DETROIT

 6 Clark, Kei'Trel DB Louisville 180

 + 6 Stills, Dante DT West Virginia 213

 7 Choice to NEW YORK JETS

through LAS VEGAS

TEAM TOTAL:  9

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)

(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



ATLANTA FALCONS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Robinson, Bijan RB Texas 8

 2 Bergeron, Matthew G Syracuse 38

from LAS VEGAS through INDIANAPOLIS

 2 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

 3 Harrison, Zach DE Ohio State 75

#  4 Phillips, Clark DB Utah 113

 5 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

through LAS VEGAS

 6 Choice to TENNESSEE

 7 Hellams, DeMarcco DB Alabama 224

from LAS VEGAS 

 7 Gwyn, Jovaughn C South Carolina 225

TEAM TOTAL:  6

BALTIMORE RAVENS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Flowers, Zay WR Boston College 22

 2 Choice to CHICAGO

 3 Simpson, Trenton LB Clemson 86

 4 Robinson, Tavius LB Mississippi 124

 5 Kelly, Kyu Blu DB Stanford 157

 6 Aumavae-Laulu, Sala T Oregon 199

 7 Vorhees, Andrew G Southern California 229

from CLEVELAND 

 7 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

through NEW YORK GIANTS

TEAM TOTAL:  6

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)

(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



BUFFALO BILLS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Kincaid, Dalton TE Utah 25

from NEW YORK GIANTS through JACKSONVILLE

 1 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

 2 Torrence, O'Cyrus G Florida 59

 3 Williams, Dorian LB Tulane 91

 4 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

 5 Shorter, Justin WR Florida 150

from WASHINGTON 

 5 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

 6 Choice to HOUSTON

 7 Broeker, Nick G Mississippi 230

from NEW YORK JETS through TAMPA BAY, HOUSTON, PHILADELPHIA and  
HOUSTON

 7 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

through ATLANTA

#  + 7 Austin, Alex DB Oregon State 252

from TAMPA BAY through LOS ANGELES RAMS

TEAM TOTAL:  6
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CAROLINA PANTHERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Young, Bryce QB Alabama 1

from CHICAGO 

 1 Choice to PHILADELPHIA

through CHICAGO

 2 Mingo, Jonathan WR Mississippi 39

 3 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

 3 Johnson, D.J. LB Oregon 80

from PITTSBURGH 

 4 Zavala, Chandler G North Carolina State 114

 5 Robinson, Jammie DB Florida State 145

 6 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

 7 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

TEAM TOTAL:  5
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CHICAGO BEARS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to CAROLINA

 1 Wright, Darnell T Tennessee 10

from NEW ORLEANS through PHILADELPHIA

 2 Choice to PITTSBURGH

#  2 Dexter, Gervon DT Florida 53

from BALTIMORE 

 2 Stevenson, Tyrique DB Miami 56

from JACKSONVILLE 

 3 Pickens, Zacch DT South Carolina 64

 4 Choice to NEW ORLEANS

 4 Johnson, Roschon RB Texas 115

from NEW ORLEANS 

#  4 Scott, Tyler WR Cincinnati 133

from PHILADELPHIA 

 5 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

#  5 Sewell, Noah LB Oregon 148

from NEW ENGLAND through BALTIMORE

 5 Smith, Terell DB Minnesota 165

from PHILADELPHIA through NEW ORLEANS

 6 Choice to DALLAS

through MIAMI and KANSAS CITY

 7 Bell, Travis DT Kennesaw State 218

 + 7 Williamson, Kendall DB Stanford 258

TEAM TOTAL:  10
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CINCINNATI BENGALS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Murphy, Myles DE Clemson 28

 2 Turner, D.J. DB Michigan 60

 3 Choice to KANSAS CITY

 3 Battle, Jordan DB Alabama 95

from KANSAS CITY 

 4 Jones, Charlie WR Purdue 131

 5 Brown, Chase RB Illinois 163

 6 Iosivas, Andrei WR Princeton 206

 + 6 Robbins, Brad P Michigan 217

from KANSAS CITY 

 7 Ivey, D.J. DB Miami 246

TEAM TOTAL:  8
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CLEVELAND BROWNS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to DETROIT

through HOUSTON and  ARIZONA

 2 Choice to GREEN BAY

through NEW YORK JETS

 3 Choice to NEW YORK GIANTS

through HOUSTON and LOS ANGELES RAMS

 3 Tillman, Cedric WR Tennessee 74

from NEW YORK JETS 

 + 3 Ika, Siaki DT Baylor 98

 4 Jones, Dawand T Ohio State 111

 4 McGuire, Isaiah DE Missouri 126

from MINNESOTA 

 5 Thompson-Robinson, Dorian QB UCLA 140

from LOS ANGELES RAMS 

#  5 Mitchell, Cameron DB Northwestern 142

#  6 Wypler, Luke C Ohio State 190

 7 Choice to BALTIMORE

TEAM TOTAL:  7
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DALLAS COWBOYS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Smith, Mazi DT Michigan 26

 2 Schoonmaker, Luke TE Michigan 58

 3 Overshown, DeMarvion LB Texas 90

 4 Fehoko, Viliami DE San Jose State 129

 5 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

through HOUSTON

 + 5 Richards, Asim T North Carolina 169

 + 5 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

 6 Scott, Eric DB Southern Mississippi 178

from CHICAGO through MIAMI and KANSAS CITY

 6 Choice to NEW YORK JETS

through LAS VEGAS

#  + 6 Vaughn, Deuce RB Kansas State 212

 7 Brooks, Jalen WR South Carolina 244

TEAM TOTAL:  8
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DENVER BRONCOS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to SEATTLE

 2 Choice to SEATTLE

#  2 Mims, Marvin WR Oklahoma 63

from KANSAS CITY through DETROIT

#  3 Sanders, Drew LB Arkansas 67

from INDIANAPOLIS 

 3 Choice to DETROIT

 3 Moss, Riley DB Iowa 83

from SEATTLE 

 4 Choice to SEATTLE

 5 Choice to ARIZONA

through DETROIT

 6 Skinner, J.L. DB Boise State 183

reacquired through DETROIT

 7 Choice to MINNESOTA

through SAN FRANCISCO

 + 7 Forsyth, Alex C Oregon 257

from NEW ORLEANS 

TEAM TOTAL:  5
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DETROIT LIONS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Gibbs, Jahmyr RB Alabama 12

from CLEVELAND through HOUSTON and  ARIZONA

 1 Campbell, Jack LB Iowa 18

 2 LaPorta, Sam TE Iowa 34

from ARIZONA 

#  2 Branch, Brian DB Alabama 45

from GREEN BAY 

 2 Choice to TAMPA BAY

through GREEN BAY

 3 Hooker, Hendon QB Tennessee 68

from DENVER 

 3 Choice to TENNESSEE

through ARIZONA

 + 3 Martin, Brodric DT Western Kentucky 96

from ARIZONA 

 4 Choice to KANSAS CITY

through MINNESOTA

 5 Sorsdal, Colby G William & Mary 152

 6 Choice to KANSAS CITY

 7 Green, Antoine WR North Carolina 219

from HOUSTON through MINNESOTA and PHILADELPHIA

 7 Choice to GREEN BAY

through LOS ANGELES RAMS

TEAM TOTAL:  8
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GREEN BAY PACKERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Van Ness, Lukas LB Iowa 13

from NEW YORK JETS 

 1 Choice to NEW YORK JETS

 2 Musgrave, Luke TE Oregon State 42

from CLEVELAND through NEW YORK JETS

 2 Choice to DETROIT

 2 Reed, Jayden WR Michigan State 50

from TAMPA BAY 

#  3 Kraft, Tucker TE South Dakota State 78

#  4 Wooden, Colby DT Auburn 116

 5 Clifford, Sean QB Penn State 149

 5 Wicks, Dontayvion WR Virginia 159

from JACKSONVILLE through ATLANTA and DETROIT

 + 5 Choice to LAS VEGAS

through NEW YORK JETS

 6 Brooks, Karl DT Bowling Green 179

from HOUSTON through TAMPA BAY

 6 Choice to TAMPA BAY

through LOS ANGELES RAMS, HOUSTON and  PHILADELPHIA

 6 Carlson, Anders K Auburn 207

from SAN FRANCISCO through HOUSTON and  NEW YORK JETS

#  7 Valentine, Carrington DB Kentucky 232

#  7 Nichols, Lew RB Central Michigan 235

from DETROIT through LOS ANGELES RAMS

 7 Johnson, Anthony DB Iowa State 242

from JACKSONVILLE 

 + 7 DuBose, Grant WR North Carolina-Charlotte 256

TEAM TOTAL:  13
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HOUSTON TEXANS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Stroud, C.J. QB Ohio State 2

 1 Anderson, Will DE Alabama 3

from ARIZONA 

 2 Choice to TENNESSEE

through ARIZONA

 2 Scruggs, Juice C Penn State 62

from PHILADELPHIA 

 3 Choice to PHILADELPHIA

 3 Dell, Nathaniel WR Houston 69

from LOS ANGELES RAMS through DENVER

 4 Choice to LAS VEGAS

 4 Horton, Dylan DE Texas Christian 109

from LAS VEGAS 

 5 Choice Forfeited

 + 5 To'oTo'o, Henry LB Alabama 167

from LOS ANGELES RAMS 

 6 Choice to GREEN BAY

through TAMPA BAY

 6 Patterson, Jarrett G Notre Dame 201

from MINNESOTA 

 6 Hutchinson, Xavier WR Iowa State 205

from BUFFALO 

 7 Choice to DETROIT

through MINNESOTA and PHILADELPHIA

#  7 Hill, Brandon DB Pittsburgh 248

from PHILADELPHIA 

 + 7 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

TEAM TOTAL:  9
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INDIANAPOLIS COLTS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Richardson, Anthony QB Florida 4

 2 Choice to LAS VEGAS

 2 Brents, Julius DB Kansas State 44

from ATLANTA 

 3 Choice to DENVER

#  3 Downs, Josh WR North Carolina 79

from WASHINGTON 

 4 Freeland, Blake T Brigham Young 106

 4 Adebawore, Adetomiwa DT Northwestern 110

from TENNESSEE through ATLANTA

 5 Rush, Darius DB South Carolina 138

 5 Scott, Daniel DB California 158

from MINNESOTA 

 5 Mallory, Will TE Miami 162

from BUFFALO 

 + 5 Hull, Evan RB Northwestern 176

from DALLAS 

 6 Choice to TAMPA BAY

 + 6 Leo, Titus DE Wagner 211

from MINNESOTA 

#  7 Jones, Jaylon DB Texas A&M 221

 7 Witt, Jake T Northern Michigan 236

from TAMPA BAY 

TEAM TOTAL:  12

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to NEW YORK GIANTS

#  1 Harrison, Anton T Oklahoma 27

from BUFFALO 
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 2 Choice to CHICAGO

#  2 Strange, Brenton TE Penn State 61

from SAN FRANCISCO through CAROLINA and CHICAGO

#  3 Bigsby, Tank RB Auburn 88

 4 Miller, Ventrell LB Florida 121

from TAMPA BAY 

 4 Choice to NEW ORLEANS

 4 Lacy, Tyler DE Oklahoma State 130

from BUFFALO 

 5 Abdullah, Yasir LB Louisville 136

from CHICAGO 

 5 Choice to GREEN BAY

through ATLANTA and DETROIT

#  5 Johnson, Antonio DB Texas A&M 160

from NEW YORK GIANTS 

#  6 Washington, Parker WR Penn State 185

from NEW YORK JETS 

 6 Braswell, Christian DB Rutgers 202

 6 Hallett, Erick DB Pittsburgh 208

from PHILADELPHIA 

 7 Hodges, Cooper G Appalachian State 226

from CAROLINA 

 7 Vohasek, Raymond NT North Carolina 227

from NEW ORLEANS 

 7 Parish, Derek RB Houston 240

from BALTIMORE through NEW YORK GIANTS

 7 Choice to GREEN BAY

TEAM TOTAL:  13
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KANSAS CITY CHIEFS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Anudike-Uzomah, Felix DE Kansas State 31

 2 Rice, Rashee WR Southern Methodist 55

from MINNESOTA through DETROIT

 2 Choice to DENVER

through DETROIT

 3 Morris, Wanya T Oklahoma 92

from CINCINNATI 

 3 Choice to CINCINNATI

 + 3 Choice to LAS VEGAS

through NEW YORK GIANTS

 4 Conner, Chamarri DB Virginia Tech 119

from DETROIT through MINNESOTA

 4 Choice to MINNESOTA

 5 Thompson, B.J. DE Stephen F. Austin 166

 6 Coburn, Keondre NT Texas 194

from DETROIT 

 6 Choice to NEW YORK GIANTS

 + 6 Choice to CINCINNATI

 7 Choice to PHILADELPHIA

through DETROIT

 + 7 Jones, Nic DB Ball State 250

TEAM TOTAL:  7
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LAS VEGAS RAIDERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Wilson, Tyree DE Texas Tech 7

#  2 Mayer, Michael TE Notre Dame 35

from INDIANAPOLIS 

 2 Choice to ATLANTA

through INDIANAPOLIS

 3 Young, Byron DT Alabama 70

 + 3 Tucker, Tre WR Cincinnati 100

from KANSAS CITY through NEW YORK GIANTS

 4 Bennett, Jakorian DB Maryland 104

from HOUSTON 

 4 Choice to HOUSTON

 + 4 O'Connell, Aidan QB Purdue 135

from NEW ENGLAND 

 5 Choice to MINNESOTA

through INDIANAPOLIS

 + 5 Smith, Christopher DB Georgia 170

from GREEN BAY through NEW YORK JETS

 + 5 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

through HOUSTON

 6 Choice to NEW YORK JETS

through NEW ENGLAND

 6 Burney, Amari LB Florida 203

from NEW YORK GIANTS through HOUSTON

 + 6 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

 7 Choice to ATLANTA

 7 Silvera, Nesta Jade DT Arizona State 231

from NEW ENGLAND 

TEAM TOTAL:  9
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LOS ANGELES CHARGERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Johnston, Quentin WR Texas Christian 21

#  2 Tuipulotu, Tuli LB Southern California 54

 3 Henley, Daiyan LB Washington State 85

 4 Davis, Derius WR Texas Christian 125

 5 McFadden, Jordan T Clemson 156

 6 Matlock, Scott DT Boise State 200

reacquired through CHICAGO

 7 Duggan, Max QB Texas Christian 239

TEAM TOTAL:  7

LOS ANGELES RAMS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to ARIZONA

through DETROIT

 2 Avila, Steve G Texas Christian 36

 3 Choice to HOUSTON

through DENVER

 3 Young, Byron LB Tennessee 77

from NEW ENGLAND through MIAMI

 3 Turner, Kobie DT Wake Forest 89

from NEW YORK GIANTS 

 4 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

 4 Bennett, Stetson QB Georgia 128

from NEW YORK GIANTS 

 5 Choice to CLEVELAND

 5 Hampton, Nick LB Appalachian State 161

from DALLAS through HOUSTON

 + 5 Choice to HOUSTON

 + 5 Choice to TAMPA BAY

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)

(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



 + 5 McClendon, Warren T Georgia 174

from LAS VEGAS through HOUSTON

 + 5 Allen, Davis TE Clemson 175

from TAMPA BAY 

 + 5 Nacua, Puka WR Brigham Young 177

 6 Tomlinson, Tre'Vius DB Texas Christian 182

 6 Mathis, Ochaun LB Nebraska 189

from TENNESSEE 

#  + 6 Evans, Zach RB Mississippi 215

from WASHINGTON through BUFFALO

 7 Evans, Ethan P Wingate 223

 7 Taylor, Jason DB Oklahoma State 234

from PITTSBURGH 

 + 7 Choice to PITTSBURGH

 + 7 Johnson, Desjuan DT Toledo 259

from HOUSTON 

TEAM TOTAL:  14

MIAMI DOLPHINS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice Forfeited

#  2 Smith, Cam DB South Carolina 51

#  3 Achane, Devon RB Texas A&M 84

 4 Choice to ARIZONA

through KANSAS CITY and  DETROIT

 5 Choice to SAN FRANCISCO

 6 Higgins, Elijah TE Stanford 197

 7 Hayes, Ryan T Michigan 238

TEAM TOTAL:  4
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MINNESOTA VIKINGS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Addison, Jordan WR Southern California 23

 2 Choice to KANSAS CITY

through DETROIT

 3 Choice to SAN FRANCISCO

 + 3 Blackmon, Mekhi DB Southern California 102

from SAN FRANCISCO 

 4 Choice to CLEVELAND

 4 Ward, Jay DB Louisiana State 134

from KANSAS CITY 

#  5 Roy, Jaquelin NT Louisiana State 141

from LAS VEGAS through INDIANAPOLIS

 5 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

 5 Hall, Jaren QB Brigham Young 164

from SAN FRANCISCO 

 6 Choice to HOUSTON

 + 6 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

#  7 McBride, DeWayne RB Alabama-Birmingham 222

from DENVER through SAN FRANCISCO

 7 Choice to PITTSBURGH

through DENVER

TEAM TOTAL:  6
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NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to PITTSBURGH

#  1 Gonzalez, Christian DB Oregon 17

from PITTSBURGH 

 2 White, Keion DE Georgia Tech 46

 3 Mapu, Marte LB Sacramento State 76

from CAROLINA 

 3 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

through MIAMI

 4 Andrews, Jake C Troy 107

from LOS ANGELES RAMS 

 4 Ryland, Chad K Maryland 112

from NEW YORK JETS 

 4 Sow, Sidy G Eastern Michigan 117

 + 4 Choice to LAS VEGAS

 5 Mafi, Atonio G UCLA 144

from ATLANTA through LAS VEGAS

 5 Choice to CHICAGO

through BALTIMORE

#  6 Boutte, Kayshon WR Louisiana State 187

from CAROLINA 

 6 Baringer, Bryce P Michigan State 192

 + 6 Douglas, Demario WR Liberty 210

 + 6 Speed, Ameer DB Michigan State 214

from LAS VEGAS 

 7 Choice to LAS VEGAS

 7 Bolden, Isaiah DB Jackson State 245

from BUFFALO through ATLANTA

TEAM TOTAL:  12
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NEW ORLEANS SAINTS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to CHICAGO

through PHILADELPHIA

#  1 Bresee, Bryan DT Clemson 29

from SAN FRANCISCO through MIAMI and DENVER

 2 Foskey, Isaiah DE Notre Dame 40

#  3 Miller, Kendre RB Texas Christian 71

 4 Saldiveri, Nick G Old Dominion 103

from CHICAGO 

 4 Choice to CHICAGO

 4 Haener, Jake QB Fresno State 127

from JACKSONVILLE 

 5 Howden, Jordan DB Minnesota 146

 6 Choice to PHILADELPHIA

through HOUSTON

 6 Perry, A.T. WR Wake Forest 195

from PITTSBURGH through DENVER

 7 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

 + 7 Choice to DENVER

TEAM TOTAL:  7
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NEW YORK GIANTS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Banks, Deonte DB Maryland 24

from JACKSONVILLE 

 1 Choice to BUFFALO

through JACKSONVILLE

 2 Schmitz, John Michael C Minnesota 57

#  3 Hyatt, Jalin WR Tennessee 73

from CLEVELAND through HOUSTON and LOS ANGELES RAMS

 3 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

 4 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

 5 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

 + 5 Gray, Eric RB Oklahoma 172

 6 Choice to LAS VEGAS

through HOUSTON

 6 Hawkins, Tre DB Old Dominion 209

from KANSAS CITY 

 7 Riley, Jordon DT Oregon 243

 + 7 Owens, Gervarrius DB Houston 254

TEAM TOTAL:  7
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NEW YORK JETS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to GREEN BAY

 1 McDonald, Will DE Iowa State 15

from GREEN BAY 

#  2 Tippmann, Joe C Wisconsin 43

 3 Choice to CLEVELAND

 4 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

 4 Warren, Carter T Pittsburgh 120

from PITTSBURGH through NEW ENGLAND

#  5 Abanikanda, Israel RB Pittsburgh 143

 6 Barnes, Zaire LB Western Michigan 184

from LAS VEGAS through NEW ENGLAND

 6 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

 6 Bernard-Converse, Jarrick DB Louisiana State 204

from DALLAS through LAS VEGAS

 7 Kuntz, Zack TE Old Dominion 220

from ARIZONA through LAS VEGAS

 7 Choice to BUFFALO

through TAMPA BAY, HOUSTON, PHILADELPHIA and  HOUSTON

TEAM TOTAL:  7
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PHILADELPHIA EAGLES

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Carter, Jalen DT Georgia 9

from CAROLINA through CHICAGO

 1 Smith, Nolan LB Georgia 30

 2 Choice to HOUSTON

 3 Steen, Tyler G Alabama 65

from HOUSTON 

 3 Brown, Sydney DB Illinois 66

from ARIZONA 

 3 Choice to ARIZONA

#  4 Ringo, Kelee DB Georgia 105

from ARIZONA through HOUSTON

 4 Choice to CHICAGO

 5 Choice to CHICAGO

through NEW ORLEANS

#  6 McKee, Tanner QB Stanford 188

from NEW ORLEANS through HOUSTON

 6 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

 7 Choice to HOUSTON

 7 Ojomo, Moro DT Texas 249

from KANSAS CITY through DETROIT

TEAM TOTAL:  7
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PITTSBURGH STEELERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Jones, Broderick T Georgia 14

from NEW ENGLAND 

 1 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

#  2 Porter, Joey DB Penn State 32

from CHICAGO 

 2 Benton, Keeanu DT Wisconsin 49

 3 Choice to CAROLINA

#  3 Washington, Darnell TE Georgia 93

from SAN FRANCISCO through CAROLINA

 4 Choice to NEW YORK JETS

through NEW ENGLAND

#  4 Herbig, Nick LB Wisconsin 132

from SAN FRANCISCO through CAROLINA

 5 Choice to SEATTLE

 6 Choice to NEW ORLEANS

through DENVER

 7 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

 7 Trice, Cory DB Purdue 241

from MINNESOTA through DENVER

 + 7 Anderson, Spencer T Maryland 251

from LOS ANGELES RAMS 

TEAM TOTAL:  7
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SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to NEW ORLEANS

through MIAMI and DENVER

 2 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

through CAROLINA and CHICAGO

 3 Brown, Ji'Ayir DB Penn State 87

from MINNESOTA 

 3 Choice to PITTSBURGH

through CAROLINA

 + 3 Moody, Jake K Michigan 99

 + 3 Latu, Cameron TE Alabama 101

 + 3 Choice to MINNESOTA

 4 Choice to PITTSBURGH

through CAROLINA

 5 Luter, Darrell DB South Alabama 155

from MIAMI 

 5 Choice to MINNESOTA

 + 5 Beal, Robert DE Georgia 173

 6 Choice to GREEN BAY

through HOUSTON and  NEW YORK JETS

 + 6 Winters, Dee LB Texas Christian 216

 7 Willis, Brayden TE Oklahoma 247

 + 7 Bell, Ronnie WR Michigan 253

 + 7 Graham, Jalen LB Purdue 255

TEAM TOTAL:  9

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)

(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



SEATTLE SEAHAWKS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Witherspoon, Devon DB Illinois 5

from DENVER 

#  1 Smith-Njigba, Jaxon WR Ohio State 20

 2 Hall, Derick LB Auburn 37

from DENVER 

 2 Charbonnet, Zach RB UCLA 52

 3 Choice to DENVER

#  4 Bradford, Anthony G Louisiana State 108

from DENVER 

 4 Young, Cameron NT Mississippi State 123

#  5 Morris, Mike DE Michigan 151

from PITTSBURGH 

 5 Oluwatimi, Olusegun C Michigan 154

 6 Reed, Jerrick DB New Mexico 198

 7 McIntosh, Kenny RB Georgia 237

TEAM TOTAL:  10
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TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Kancey, Calijah DE Pittsburgh 19

 2 Mauch, Cody G North Dakota State 48

from DETROIT through GREEN BAY

 2 Choice to GREEN BAY

 3 Diaby, YaYa LB Louisville 82

 4 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

 5 Dennis, SirVocea LB Pittsburgh 153

 + 5 Durham, Payne TE Purdue 171

from LOS ANGELES RAMS 

 + 5 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

 6 Hayes, Josh DB Kansas State 181

from INDIANAPOLIS 

 6 Palmer, Trey WR Nebraska 191

from GREEN BAY through LOS ANGELES RAMS, HOUSTON and  
PHILADELPHIA

 6 Ramirez, Jose LB Eastern Michigan 196

 7 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

 + 7 Choice to BUFFALO

through LOS ANGELES RAMS

TEAM TOTAL:  8

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)

(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



TENNESSEE TITANS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Skoronski, Peter T Northwestern 11

 2 Levis, Will QB Kentucky 33

from HOUSTON through ARIZONA

 2 Choice to ARIZONA

 3 Choice to ARIZONA

 3 Spears, Tyjae RB Tulane 81

from DETROIT through ARIZONA

 4 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

through ATLANTA

 5 Whyle, Josh TE Cincinnati 147

 6 Duncan, Jaelyn T Maryland 186

from ATLANTA 

 6 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

 7 Dowell, Colton WR Tennessee-Martin 228

TEAM TOTAL:  6

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)

(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



WASHINGTON COMMANDERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Forbes, Emmanuel DB Mississippi State 16

 2 Martin, Jartavius DB Illinois 47

 3 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

 + 3 Stromberg, Ricky C Arkansas 97

 4 Daniels, Braeden T Utah 118

 5 Henry, K.J. DE Clemson 137

from ARIZONA through BUFFALO

 5 Choice to BUFFALO

 6 Rodriguez, Chris RB Kentucky 193

 + 6 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

through BUFFALO

 7 Jones, Andre DE Louisiana-Lafayette 233

TEAM TOTAL:  7

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)

(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



Trades 2023

No. 56 (04/29/23)

Baltimore Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6, 2024

Cleveland Trades: Selection Choice: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 229

No. 55 (04/29/23)

Buffalo Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6+, 2023 Overall # 215; from Washington

Los Angeles Rams Trade: Selection Choices: Round 7+, 2023 Overall # 252; from Tampa Bay

Round 6, 2024 from Denver

No. 54 (04/29/23)

Buffalo Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6, 2023 Overall # 205

Houston Trades: Selection Choices: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 230; from New York Jets

Round 6, 2024 from Dallas

No. 53 (04/29/23)*

Denver Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6, 2023 Overall # 195; from Pittsburgh

New Orleans Trades: Trautman, Adam TE Dayton

Selection Choice: Round 7+, 2023 Overall # 257

No. 52 (04/29/23)

Philadelphia Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6, 2023 Overall # 191; from Green Bay

Tampa Bay Trades: Selection Choice: Round 5, 2024

No. 51 (04/29/23)

Dallas Trades: Selection Choice: Round 5, 2024

Kansas City Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6, 2023 Overall # 178; from Chicago

No. 50 (04/29/23)

Houston Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6, 2023 Overall # 191; from Green Bay

Philadelphia Trades: Selection Choices: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 230; from New York Jets

Round 7, 2023 Overall # 248

No. 49 (04/29/23)

Los Angeles Rams Trade: Selection Choice: Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 171

Tampa Bay Trades: Selection Choices: Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 175

Round 7+, 2023 Overall # 252



No. 48 (04/29/23)

Las Vegas Trades: Selection Choices: Round 6, 2023 Overall # 204; from Dallas

Round 7, 2023 Overall # 220; from Arizona

New York Jets Trade: Selection Choice: Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 170; from Green Bay

No. 47 (04/29/23)

Houston Trades: Selection Choices: Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 174; from Las Vegas

Round 7+, 2023 Overall # 259

Los Angeles Rams Trade: Selection Choice: Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 167

No. 46 (04/29/23)

Indianapolis Trades: Selection Choice: Round 5, 2023 Overall # 141; from Las Vegas

Minnesota Trades: Selection Choices: Round 5, 2023 Overall # 158

Round 6+, 2023 Overall # 211

No. 45 (04/29/23)

Buffalo Trades: Selection Choice: Round 5, 2023 Overall # 137; from Arizona

Washington Trades: Selection Choices: Round 5, 2023 Overall # 150

Round 6+, 2023 Overall # 215

No. 44 (04/29/23)

Las Vegas Trades: Selection Choices: Round 5, 2023 Overall # 144; from Atlanta

Round 6+, 2023 Overall # 214

New England Trades: Selection Choice: Round 4+, 2023 Overall # 135

No. 43 (04/29/23)*

Detroit Trades: Swift, D'Andre RB Georgia

Selection Choice: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 249; from Kansas City

Philadelphia Trades: Selection Choices: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 219; from Houston

Round 4, 2025

No. 42 (04/29/23)

Jacksonville Trades: Selection Choice: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 127

New Orleans Trades: Selection Choices: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 227

Round 4, 2024

No. 41 (04/29/23)

Kansas City Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 134

Round 5, 2024

Minnesota Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 119; from Detroit



No. 40 (04/29/23)

New England Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 120; from Pittsburgh

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 184; from Las Vegas

New York Jets Trade: Selection Choice: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 112

No. 39 (04/29/23)

Houston Trades: Selection Choice: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 105; from Arizona

Philadelphia Trades: Selection Choice: Round 3, 2024

No. 38 (04/29/23)

Houston Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 104

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 203; from New York Giants

Las Vegas Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 109

Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 174

No. 37 (04/29/23)

Chicago Trades: Selection Choice: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 103

New Orleans Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 115

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 165; from Philadelphia

No. 36 (04/28/23)

Arizona Trades: Selection Choice: Round 3+, 2023 Overall # 96

Detroit Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 122; from Miami

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 139; from Denver

Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 168; from Arizona

No. 35 (04/28/23)

Cincinnati Trades: Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 92

Kansas City Trades: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 95

Round 6+, 2023 Overall # 217

No. 34 (04/28/23)

Minnesota Trades: Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 87

San Francisco Trades: Selection Choices: Round 3+, 2023 Overall # 102

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 164

Round 7, 2023 Overall # 222; from Denver

No. 33 (04/28/23)*

Denver Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 108

Round 3, 2024 from New Orleans

Seattle Trades: Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 83



No. 32 (04/28/23)

Carolina Trades: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 93; from San Francisco

Round 4, 2023 Overall # 132; from San Francisco

Pittsburgh Trades: Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 80

No. 31 (04/28/23)

Los Angeles Rams Trade: Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 73; from Cleveland

New York Giants Trade: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 89

Round 4, 2023 Overall # 128

No. 30 (04/28/23)

Houston Trades: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 73; from Cleveland

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 161; from Dallas

Los Angeles Rams Trade: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 69

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 191; from Green Bay

No. 29 (04/28/23)

Denver Trades: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 68

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 139

Detroit Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 63

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 183; from Denver

No. 28 (04/28/23)

Houston Trades: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 65

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 188; from New Orleans

Round 7, 2023 Overall # 230; from New York Jets

Philadelphia Trades: Selection Choice: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 62

No. 27 (04/28/23)

Chicago Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 61; from San Francisco

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 136

Jacksonville Trades: Selection Choice: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 56

No. 26 (04/28/23)

Detroit Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 55; from Minnesota

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 194

Kansas City Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 63

Round 4, 2023 Overall # 122; from Miami

Round 7, 2023 Overall # 249



No. 25 (04/28/23)

Green Bay Trades: Selection Choice: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 48; from Detroit

Tampa Bay Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 50

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 179; from Houston

No. 24 (04/28/23)

Detroit Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 48

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 159; from Jacksonville

Green Bay Trades: Selection Choice: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 45

No. 23 (04/28/23)

Atlanta Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 44

Round 4, 2023 Overall # 110; from Tennessee

Indianapolis Trades: Selection Choice: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 38; from Las Vegas

No. 22 (04/28/23)

Indianapolis Trades: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 35

Las Vegas Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 38

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 141

No. 21 (04/28/23)

Arizona Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 33; from Houston

Round 3, 2023 Overall # 81; from Detroit

Tennessee Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 41

Round 3, 2023 Overall # 72

Round 3, 2024

No. 20 (04/27/23)

Buffalo Trades: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 27

Round 4, 2023 Overall # 130

Jacksonville Trades: Selection Choice: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 25; from New York Giants

No. 19 (04/27/23)

Jacksonville Trades: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 24

New York Giants Trade: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 25

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 160

Round 7, 2023 Overall # 240; from Baltimore



No. 18 (04/27/23)

New England Trades: Selection Choice: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 14

Pittsburgh Trades: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 17

Round 4, 2023 Overall # 120

No. 17 (04/27/23)

Chicago Trades: Selection Choice: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 9; from Carolina

Philadelphia Trades: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 10; from New Orleans

Round 4, 2024

No. 16 (04/27/23)

Arizona Trades: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 12; from Cleveland

Round 2, 2023 Overall # 34

Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 168

Detroit Trades: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 6; from Los Angeles Rams

Round 3, 2023 Overall # 81

No. 15 (04/27/23)

Arizona Trades: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 3

Round 4, 2023 Overall # 105

Houston Trades: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 12; from Cleveland

Round 2, 2023 Overall # 33

Round 1, 2024

Round 3, 2024

No. 14 (04/27/23)

Arizona Trades: Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 66

Philadelphia Trades: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 94

Round 5, 2024

No. 13 (04/26/23)*

Green Bay Trades: Rodgers, Aaron QB California

Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 15

Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 170

New York Jets Trade: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 13

Round 2, 2023 Overall # 42; from Cleveland

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 207; from San Francisco

Round 2, 2024



No. 12 (04/21/23)

Los Angeles Rams Trade: Robinson, Allen WR Penn State

Selection Choice: Round 7+, 2023 Overall # 251

Pittsburgh Trades: Selection Choice: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 234

No. 11 (04/13/23)

Atlanta Trades: Selection Choice: Round 5, 2023 Overall # 159; from Jacksonville

Detroit Trades: Okudah, Jeff CB Ohio State

No. 10 (03/27/23)*

Carolina Trades: Gonzalez, Zane K Arizona State

Selection Choice: Round 7, 2025

San Francisco Trades: Selection Choice: Round 7, 2025

No. 9 (03/23/23)

Cleveland Trades: Selection Choice: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 42

New York Jets Trade: Moore, Elijah WR Mississippi

Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 74

No. 8 (03/19/23)

Dallas Trades: Selection Choices: Round 5, 2023 Overall # 161

Round 6, 2024

Houston Trades: Cooks, Brandin WR Oregon State

No. 7 (03/15/23)

Baltimore Trades: Clark, Chuck SS Virginia Tech

New York Jets Trade: Selection Choice: Round 7, 2024

No. 6 (03/15/23)

Atlanta Trades: Selection Choice: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 245; from Buffalo

New England Trades: Smith, Jonnu TE Florida International

No. 5 (03/15/23)

Houston Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6, 2023 Overall # 179

Tampa Bay Trades: Mason, Shaquille G Georgia Tech

Selection Choice: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 230; from New York Jets

No. 4 (03/15/23)

Los Angeles Rams Trade: Ramsey, Jalen CB Florida State

Miami Trades: Long, Hunter TE Boston College

Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 77; from New England



No. 3 (03/15/23)

Dallas Trades: Selection Choice: Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 176

Indianapolis Trades: Gilmore, Stephon CB South Carolina

No. 2 (03/15/23)

Las Vegas Trades: Waller, Darren TE Georgia Tech

New York Giants Trade: Selection Choice: Round 3+, 2023 Overall # 100; from Kansas City

No. 1 (03/15/23)

Carolina Trades: Moore, D.J. WR Maryland

Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 9

Round 2, 2023 Overall # 61; from San Francisco

Round 1, 2024

Round 2, 2025

Chicago Trades: Selection Choice: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 1

* Conditional trade

+ Compensatory Selection
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